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J . B. Chapman, D. D. 
Editor
V o l u m e  8 July, 1933 N u m b e r  7
THE MEASURE OF THE MAN
T h e  E d it o r
H OW large may a church be and still be spiritual and efficient? The answer is, It depends upon the caliber of its leadership. Any man should be able to sing hymns and pray in secret. It does not re­quire large caliber for a father (especially if he begins, as he ought to do, before his first children are born) to read the Scriptures and pray with his 
family. But when a Sunday school teacher stands up before a dozen eager 
youngsters and talks about the Bible and religion in a colorless and stale 
manner, he need not be surprised if the members of his class become “unruly” 
and drop from his class roster. If a Sunday school superintendent runs his 
program by rote and works all the time as though he were afraid his program 
will run out before preaching time comes—well, at least it will be some time 
before a Sunday school under such direction will require larger equipment for 
its accommodation. And, much more, if a preacher has but a short vision, 
small mind, contracted heart, and restricted program he can naturally be the 
leader of but a small group.
Many a merchant who ran a store at the cross-roads where he was jani­
tor, buyer, clerk, bookkeeper, watchman and all, and made a fair success, 
has gone bankrupt when he moved to the railway town and enlarged his 
business until it required to be “taken apart,” and involved the enlistment 
of helpers. Likewise many preachers who have served successfully in churches 
where the preacher was general, corporal and private soldier, fail when given 
a charge with a multiplicity of ^organizations necessitating the delegation of 
labor and substituting the direction of others for personal execution.
Great men are of two general types: those who are great themselves, 
considered as units; and those who can surround themselves with wise and 
efficient helpers, and get along with men who are as big as they are. And 
this general classification holds for business, politics, the church, and wher­
ever things affecting the affairs of men are to be accomplished. It is no un­
common thing for people to come from the presence of notable men, saying, 
“Why, he was just as common and friendly as though he were an old neigh-
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bor or friend of my father’s family.” When T. De Witt Talmage visited England on 
his world tour he called upon Gladstone, prime minister, and England’s “Grand Old 
Man.” The two took a walk together and conversed on intimate terms. After the 
meeting, Gladstone reported to his friends that the great preacher gave him every 
attention and showed a surprising knowledge and interest in him personally, as well 
as in the particular things he had tried to do for his country. Talmage reported that 
the great statesman received him as though he had been his equal and surprised him 
by commenting upon the wide publicity of his printed sermons and embarrassed him 
by his familiarity with the material contained in his sermons during past months and 
years. Each was surprised that the other was so 'approachable and human. One man 
took a simple sales proposition and visited people in their offices in an apparent at­
tempt to make sales. He reported that he was invariably kindly received by heads 
of great concerns, although he was frequently rebuffed and insulted by clerks and 
department heads— the bigger the man the easier the approach and the better the 
reception.
In politics, and it may be in business, there is a present, and it may be a tem­
porary, swing of the pendulum toward dictatorship and autocracy. But such a swing 
is toward deterioration, and not toward progress. Either there must be a breakdown 
or the work of restoring democracy must be done again. Usually the turn toward dic­
tatorship in anything is the result of weakened interest on the part of the constitu­
ency. “Eternal vigilance is the price of safety.” The Church is the true father of 
liberty, and it must not follow the present day trend. Rather it must go right on 
developing people who desire to be free and who are ballasted so as to use liberty 
without drifting into license.
Small leaders pine for power and authority in order that they may enforce plans 
which are too weak to compel by their own reasonableness and success. Small people 
appoint dictators so they can retire to thoughts and activities which are more to their 
liking. But God’s way in the Church is to keep every member’s interest at such heat 
that he will give high appraisal to the franchise and shoulder the responsibilities which 
membership involves. The relationship between the disciple and Christ himself is 
that of friends, rather than servant and Master; how much more the relationship be­
tween layman and preacher? The way for a leader in the church to acquire power 
is to be right in his judgment so often that people will learn to value his decisions. 
This is the hard, long way, but it is the only right way.
But we shall fail of our purpose in this editorial if we do not come to more ac­
curate application. So we shall give what we consider the two outstanding earmarks 
of caliber.
First, big men appreciate co-operation and are ever ready to give it. Every man 
is first at something, and the wise leader knows this and makes capital of it. But 
more than that, practically everyone is more or less aware that no one is superior to 
him in everything, and he responds to the leadership of the man who discovers and 
makes use of his particular talent. There are some leaders who cannot bear to look 
upon their superiors or upon those whom they are forced to acknowledge have points
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of superiority over them. This accounts for the aversion some have for the rich or 
for the educated or for those possessed of certain talents. There are some people who 
are simply against anyone and everyone who succeeds, no matter with how much 
merit the success is bought. Then there are those (preachers even) who will find 
some mortal fault with leading families and by their very attitude finally surround 
themselves with a crowd selected for its mediocre character. This crowd is not a true 
cross section of human society. But it delights the small man because he compares 
favorably with the members of his crowd.
Second, big men refuse to break with their colaborers over trivial matters. In 
fact I think it is usually possible to measure a man’s depth by the character of things 
which appeal to his emotions, and to compute his caliber by the size of the things 
which offend him. A little man is offended by small things. Details and externals and 
the pronunciation of “shibboleths” loom large with him, while he may overlook right­
eousness and judgment and weightier matters of the law. In fact a little man will 
scratch from his book those who fail to “toe the mark” on his private interpretations, 
although he may join in political schemes to injure the character and good name of 
those whom he feels should be disposed of. Even Paul was, I think, a bigger man 
when he wrote, “Some indeed preach Christ even of envy and strife; and some also 
of good will . . . whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is preached: and I therein re­
joice” (Phil. 1:15-17), than when he parted company with Barnabas over the desire 
of the latter to take John Mark along.
But how long a list might be compiled in making mention of the instances in 
which the church has been divided and weakened by the ambitions and contentions 
of undersized leaders! And on the other hand, how splendidly has the Church in all 
the ages responded to leadership! And readily the membership becomes little or big 
as it consciously and unconsciously takes pattern from the ministry!
EDITORIAL NOTES
Don’t forget that the October number of the P r e a c h e r ’s  M a g a z i n e  is to be filled 
with material relating to the Silver Anniversary of the Church of the Nazarene. 
While the material is intended especially for ministers who will want it in connection 
with the celebration, still it will be interesting even to those who are not members 
of the Church of the Nazarene. And it may suggest methods that will help in any 
preacher’s denominational publicity. And after all, the magazine serves a better pur­
pose in making suggestions than in furnishing “ready-made” material.
It is difficult for some preachers to quit when they quit. A pastor recently told 
me that he felt his work is done in his present location, and that just as soon as he can 
find a suitable man whom he can recommend as his successor he will himself be ready 
for work elsewhere. The range was so close that I did not tell him that this very dis­
position to select his successor and keep some sort of superintendency over the church 
is a weakness that District Superintendents do not fail to mark. When there is a va­
cancy on a district, usually the District Superintendent seeks to make it the occasion 
for a number of changes which really ought to occur on the district. Then after a 
number of changes have been made, he may bring in a new man to fill the last vacancy 
that occurs. In fact the efficient superintendency of a field requires that this shall be 
done. So when a pastors quits he ought to quit.
(3)
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I hear some complaints also that evangelists are sometimes inclined to push into 
the business of the District Superintendent. They hear that a certain church is going 
to make a change. So they proceed to suggest— sometimes quite openly and force­
fully— that a certain friend in some other state will make a fine man for the place. 
Some District Superintendents do not like that. And you know it is the business of 
the evangelist to preach and pray and help on with the revival. Let the District Super- 
inendent suggest the pastors, then let the evangelists go and help these pastors in 
revivals— every man in his own calling, you know.
Last night a pastor asked, “How are the finances of the P r e a c h e r ’s  M a g a z i n e  
coming along?” I replied, “Pretty slow. It is being published at a loss. The Publish­
ers have decided to run it on through the present year, but I do not know what they 
will do after that.” “Well,” said the pastor, “it must not be discontinued. I believe 
our preachers would rather pay more for it than to have it dropped. I have been 
taking a preacher’s publication that costs three dollars a year, but I get more out of 
the P r e a c h e r ’s  M a g a z i n e  than out of that.” Of course the Publishers could scarcely 
charge more than a dollar for a magazine no larger than this one, but we shall ap­
preciate it very much if you will show the paper to a friend and solicit his subscrip­
tion. We can make it, if we can get enough subscribers.
Evangelist R. R. Sharp of Oshkosh, Nebraska, writes to comment on the P r e a c h ­
e r ’s  M a g a z i n e .  He says he gets a great deal of help out of it and is recommending it 
to his friends. In fact he proposed to ten or fifteen preachers in a recent gathering 
that if they would subscribe for the magazine and report at the end of the year that 
they are not satisfied, he will refund their dollar. That is backing up his faith with 
commendable vengeance, and we appreciate his attitude very much.
DEVOTIONAL i1
T H E  W IT N E S S  O F  T H E  S P IR IT
A. M . H i l l s
M ANY dear children of God, uninstructed in divine things, are not duly con­firmed in their faith, and at rest about their sonship. They consequently suffer a great 
loss. They are ignorant of the abounding com­
forts of the gospel. They lack the stimulus and 
spiritual uplift which a firm persuasion of their 
‘personal salvation might afford. I t  is well for 
us at times to canvass this subject thoroughly, 
for the comfort and nourishment it may afford 
for our hearts.
Oftentimes in the Roman empire a very talent­
ed slave would be given his liberty, and not 
infrequently would be adopted as son and heir
(4)
by his old-time master. Sometimes these adopted 
slaves outshone their benefactors, and made an 
enduring name for themselves. I t  was a wonder­
ful transition from servitude to liberty, from 
degradation to exaltation, from humiliation to 
honor, from hopeless poverty to ample wealth, 
from disgrace to dignity, from the cramped con­
ditions of servitude to the privileges of sonship, 
from indigence and ignominy to the inheritance 
of a noble name and an honorable estate. But 
w hat if the unfortunate slave did not know i t ! 
He would still be bowed down in thought, crushed 
in feeling, and blighted in hope.
Precisely so do God’s adopted children, once 
Satan’s slaves, need the blessing of assurance. 
Nothing can compensate for a lack of the sacred
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witness that they are “sons of God,” “heirs of 
God, and joint heirs w ith Jesus Christ to an eter­
nal inheritance, undefiled, and th a t fadeth not 
aw ay.” I f  we are really of the divine family we 
need to know it, both for our own sakes and 
also for the sake of our larger and more salutary 
influence upon others. All the love and joy and 
peace of a Christian heart spring from a knowl­
edge of salvation.
The Scriptures everywhere assert th a t such as­
surance is attainable. They abound with ex­
amples of those who lived in the enjoyment of 
it. “Abel had witness borne to him th a t he was 
righteous, God bearing witness” (Heb. 11:4). 
“Before his translation, Enoch had witness borne 
to him that he had been well-pleasing unto God” 
(11:5, R. V.). Amidst fearful trials and the most 
distressing circumstances Job  was enabled to say, 
“But as for me, I know that my Redeemer liv- 
eth” (Job 19:25). David, from the depths of his 
sin and shame, was enabled to say, “And thou 
forgavest the iniquity of my sin” (Psa. 32:5). 
“Bless Jehovah, O my soul, and forget not all his 
benefits: who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who 
healeth all thy diseases” (Psa. 103:2, 3). Some­
how he had heard from the skies about it, and 
was very sure.
Hezekiah was in great trouble, and cried to 
God and got an answer from heaven. In  grati­
tude he put on record these words: “Thou hast 
in love to my soul, delivered it from the p it of 
corruption; for thou hast put all my sins behind 
thy  back” (Isa. 38:17). Isaiah himself got a 
message from heaven: “Lo, thine iniquity is tak ­
en away, and thy  sin purged” (6 :6). God sent the 
angel Gabriel all the way from the court of glory 
to say to Daniel, “I am come to tell thee: for 
thou art greatly beloved” (9:23).
I t  was not otherwise in the New Testament 
dispensation. Sinners were suddenly forgiven, 
and they immediately received joy for mourning, 
the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness. 
“They took their food w ith gladness.” “^here 
was much joy in the city,” after a revival. “They 
went on their way rejoicing,” “And rejoiced”great­
ly.” St. Paul could say, “I  know whom I have 
believed, and I am persuaded th a t he is able to 
keep th a t which I have committed unto him 
against th a t day” (2 Tim. 1:12). St. John could 
say, “We know th a t we know him ” ; “We know 
th a t we are in him ” ; “We know th a t we have 
passed from death unto life” ; “Now are we the 
sons of God” ; “We know th a t we are of the
(S)
tru th ” ; “We know th a t He abideth in us” ; “We 
know that we dwell in him” ; “We know th a t he 
heareth us” ; “We know that we are of God.” 
“We may know him that is true” (First Epistle).
If the reader of these lines has no such assur­
ance, he should exchange his present experience 
for a better kind.
The following texts will furnish us material 
out of which to frame an answer: “For ye re­
ceived not the spirit of bondage again unto fear; 
but ye received the spirit of adoption whereby 
we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit himself beareth 
witness with our spirit that we are children of 
God” (Rom. 8:15, 16, R. V.). “God sent forth 
his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 
th a t he might redeem them which were under 
the law, that we might receive the adoption of 
sons. And because ye are sons, God sent forth 
the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, 
Abba, Father” (Gal. 4:6).
The tru th , then, seems to be this: there is a 
twofold witness. The children of God have the 
witness of their own hearts th a t they are right 
w ith God; and added to this, they have the in­
ward witness of the Holy Spirit to their adoption 
and sonship. The Holy Spirit “bears witness 
w ith” the human spirit. From this joint testimony 
there flows a comfortable persuasion or conviction 
of present acceptance with God, and a sweet hope 
of future and eternal glory. These fellow-wit- 
nesses agree; and their united testimony makes 
an impression th a t is quite satisfying to the soul.
I .  T h e  W i t n e s s  o f  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t
Various theologians have tried, seemingly, to 
belittle this great w ork and explain it away, or 
rob it of its w orth.
1. For example, it has been held “th a t the 
testimony which the Holy Spirit bears to our 
adoption consists alone in the moral effects which 
He produces within us.” “I know that I believe 
in Christ; therefore I know that I shall obtain 
everlasting life.” This is unsound and unscrip- 
tural.
2. Another opinion is that there is but one 
witness, the Holy Spirit acting concurrently with 
our own spirit. “The Spirit of God,” said Bishop 
Bull, “produces those graces in us which are the 
evidences of our adoption. He illuminates our 
understanding and assists our memory in dis­
covering and recollecting those arguments of com­
fort and hope within ourselves . . . and from them 
drawing the comfortable conclusion th a t ‘we are 
the sons of God.’ ” "With this notion is generally
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connected that of the entire imperceptibility of 
the Spirit’s operations as distinguished from the 
operations of our own mind. It, too, is unscrip- 
tural in th a t it practically denies th a t the Holy 
Spirit can speak directly to the soul.
3. Others teach th a t the Holy Spirit can bear 
direct testimony to the soul of its acceptance with 
God but th a t this is only the privilege of a very 
few elect souls, the pets of God.
All of these views, and others th a t might be 
named, fall short of the manifest teaching of the 
inspired Word.
4. The Bible teaches th a t the witness of the 
Divine spirit consists in “A communication made 
by the Holy Ghost to the believer’s mind of the 
fact that his sins are forgiven, that he is reconciled 
to God, and th a t the filial relation, which was 
destroyed by disobedience, is now restored by 
grace through faith.” Some have regarded John 
Wesley’s definition as the best ever w ritten by an 
uninspired hand: “By the testimony of the Spirit 
I  mean an inward impression on the soul, where­
by the Spirit of God immediately and directly 
witnesses to my spirit th a t I am a child of God, 
th a t Jesus Christ hath loved me and given H im ­
self for me, that all my sins are blotted out, and
I, even I, am reconciled to God.” This is an ex­
cellent definition as far as it goes; but it is not 
complete, as we shall hereafter show.
Quite similar is Dr. H annah’s definition, who 
writes, “The witness of the Spirit is th a t which 
directly ascertains (affirms) to us the blessing of 
our acceptance w ith God, and which, impressing 
on our hearts a sense of His fraternal love to ­
w ard us in Christ Jesus, creates within us that 
great element and principle of the new nature— 
love to Him in return.” The latter part of this 
definition describes the result of the witness of 
the Spirit, rather than the witness itself.
Other scriptures than those above quoted de­
scribe this w itness: “We received not the spirit 
of the world but the Spirit which is from God, 
th a t we might know the things th a t were freely 
given to us of God” (1 Cor. 2:12). Isaiah 12:2, 
“Behold, God is my salvation; I  will trust and 
not be afraid; for Jehovah, even Jehovah, is my 
strength and song; and he is become my salva­
tion.” Both passages imply a divine witness.
“The Spirit himself beareth W ITNESS with 
our spirits that we are children of God” (Rom. 
8:16). Now a witness is not an inferential de­
duction of logic, not a process of conjecture, but 
an implicit testimony, distinctly given.
Moreover, the Spirit witnesses often to what 
takes place only in the mind of God, not in our­
selves. The forgiveness of our sins is something 
th a t God does not do in us, but for  us i n  H is  
o w n  h e a r t . We need to know it, and it is one 
of “the deep things of God,” th a t can be known 
directly only by the supernatural communication 
of H is  Spirit. There are things th a t we cannot 
find , out by the use of our reason or the evi­
dence of our senses; “but unto us God revealed 
them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searcheth 
all things, yea, the deep things of G od” (1 Cor. 
2:9, 10).
We know there are some great theologians 
who deny this as to their own experience. Dr. 
Chalmers said that he could not, w ithout making 
his doctrine outstrip his own experience, vouch 
for any other intim ation of the Spirit of God than 
th a t which He gives in the act of making the 
W ord of God and the state of our own hearts 
clear to us. But, on the other hand, there are 
m ultitudes who can say from their own experi­
ence w ith Dr. W atts, “There is an extraordinary 
witness of the Spirit when, in an immediate and 
powerful manner, He impresses the soul w ith an 
assurance of divine love, and gives the heart of 
the saint a full discovery of his adoption, without^ 
the more slow and argumentative method of com­
paring the dispositions of their souls w ith some 
special characters of the children of God in 
Scripture.” Ju st as Jesus when on earth said to 
the penitent w ith His own dear lips, “Thy sins 
are forgiven thee,” so now He gives the same 
sweet assurance to believing sinners, through His 
representative, the Holy Spirit. Only thus can 
we know immediately, by this direct testimony 
of the Spirit, that God has forgiven us and adopt­
ed us. Nothing but this can make our joy of 
sonship simultaneous w ith its existence. Otherwise 
we should be compelled to w ait a long time for 
the evidence of experience in sad uncertainty as 
to whether Christ had forgiven us, and God had 
received us or not.
II . L e t  U s  N o w  C o n s id e r  t h e  W i t n e s s  o r  O u r
O w n  S p i r i t
W hat is th a t?  Wesley defined it as “a con­
sciousness of our having received, in and by the 
Spirit of Adoption, the tempers mentioned in the 
Word of God as belonging to His adopted chil­
dren; a consciousness th a t we are inwardly con­
formed, by the Spirit of God, to the image o| 
His Son, and th a t we walk before Him in justice, 
mercy, and tru th , doing the things th a t are pleas-
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ing in His sight.” “I t  is nearly, if not exactly, 
the same with the testimony of a good conscience 
'toward G od; and is the result of reason and re­
flection on w hat we feel in our own souls. 
Strictly speaking, it is a conclusion drawn partly 
from the W ord of God, and partly  from our own 
experience. The Word of God says every one 
who has the fruit of the Spirit is a child of God; 
experience of inw ard consciousness tells me that 
I  have the fruit of the Spirit; and hence I ration­
ally conclude that therefore I  am a child of God.” 
D r. H annah puts it in similar words thus: “The 
witness of our spirit is th a t rational inference 
which, proceeding from a careful examination of 
the scriptural marks of the children of God, and 
a satisfactory persuasion th a t these marks are 
produced in us by the presence and agency of the 
Holy Spirit, confirms us in the grateful conclusion 
that we are the children of God.”
III . S o m e  M i g h t  A s k  W h y  T h e r e  Is a N e e d  
o p  T w o W i t n e s s e s  t o  O n e , T e s t i m o n y  
We may be very thankful there are two w it­
nesses. By their consenting testimony they save 
us from fanaticism and delusion. I t  is quite pos­
sible for hum an beings to be deceived about them ­
selves. They may be deluded by their own heated 
imaginations. The devil himself also may counter­
feit the Spirit of God and speak lying words to 
the heart, and deceive it by flattery, inducing 
false hopes of safety. The consolations of the 
Spirit are unknown until there has previously 
been a hearty repentance of sin, and an utter 
abandonment of all iniquity, coupled w ith an 
acceptance of Christ by faith as the only hope. 
And in the after life there must appear more and 
more the fruits of the divine life. The Christian 
graces must be in evidence. These things in the 
experience become a m atter of consciousness that 
each soul may easily test for himself. Where the 
Holy Spirit bears witness to a child of God of 
his adoption, He also produces a Christian char­
acter. Where this is wanting it is presumption 
to suppose th a t one has heard from heaven, .^or 
is now in a state of grace. So the witness of our 
spirit tests the reality of the heavenly witness.
1: We may further rem ark in this connection 
th a t this joint witness is the privilege of all God’s 
children. I t  is a part of our common salvation 
as much as adoption itself. “Because ye are sons, 
God sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our 
p a r t s  crying, Abba, Father.” I t  is a birthright 
privilege of every child of God. There is a rest 
for troubled hearts, a peace w ith God which the
( 7 )
world cannot give or take away. I t is for all who 
will trust and obey.
2. But let it be further said, that this united 
witness of the Holy Spirit and our spirit may 
be interrupted, or suspended for a time, or even 
wholly lost. “And unless,” says Field, “we learn 
to live by the faith of the Son of God, and main­
tain diligence in Christian duty, it is impossible 
to retain it. The w ithdrawal of His favor and 
witnessing presence and peace may be His chas­
tisement for our disobedience.” “Your iniquities 
have separated between you and your God, and 
your sins have hid His face from you” (Isa. 
59:2).
3. But there may be other reasons for the 
interruption and cessation of the witness. Times 
of severe and heavy trial may be taken advan­
tage of by Satan to insinuate doubts. The mind 
may be depressed through bodily disorders, or be 
in heaviness through manifold tem ptations (1 
Peter 1:6). Dyspepsia is peculiarly calculated to 
depress the feelings and cloud spiritual vision. The 
reaction from great spiritual excitement and ex­
altation, and from intense, overwrought exertion 
may also be used by Satan to disturb our peace. 
Both Elijah and John  the Baptist thus suffered 
from spiritual depression.
Furthermore, a saint of God may be afflicted 
by a melancholy temperament and periods of 
constitutional depression which prey upon the 
soul. This is an inherited mental malady which 
Satan gladly uses to cast down believers and ob­
scure their views and confidence in God. I t 
makes the mind morbid and despondent and un­
fit to hear the divine voice or see the smile of 
His face.
4. But there is a cure even for these exceptional 
times and temperaments. I t  is then th a t the w it­
ness is most needed; and it can be obtained by 
prayer and the upward look of faith. I t  is God’s 
will that His children should “abide in his love” 
(John IS :9, 10); should “rejoice in the Lord 
alway” (Phil. 4 :4 ); and “in everything give 
thanks” (1 Thess. S: I S ) ; and “walk in the light” 
(Isa. 2:5, and 1 John 1 :7 ); and “joy in the God 
of our salvation” (Hab. 3:18).
IV. W e  W o u l d  A dd  t h a t  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t  N o t
O n l y  W i t n e s s e s  t o  O u r  A d o p t io n  B u t  A l s o
t o  O u r  S a n c t if ic a t io n
Indeed even this is not all, for He witnesses to 
every condition of the hum an heart. He power­
fully convicts the world of sinners “of sin, and 
of righteousness, and of judgm ent; of sin because
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they believe not on me” (John 16:8, 9). All the 
convicting work of the Holy Spirit is only His 
witness against sin and the sinner. When a Chris­
tian backslides, the Spirit chides him for i t ; as the 
inspired N athan said to David, “Thou art the 
m an.” When a sinner accepts Christ and is re­
ceived into the family of God, as we have seen, 
the Spirit bears witness to the fact. And in the 
same manner and with the same fidelity and cer­
tainty, when a believer receives the sanctifying 
baptism with the Holy Spirit for a clean heart, 
it is certified to him from heaven. Thus the Holy 
Ghost is a witness bearer to all humanity of 
their spiritual condition.
In  proof of the Spirit’s witness to sanctifica­
tion, let us hear the apostle Peter tell about the 
experience of Cornelius and his people: “And 
God, who knoweth the heart, bare them witness, 
giving them the Holy Ghost, even as he did unto 
us; and he made no distinction between us and 
them, cleansing their hearts by faith” (Acts 15:8, 
9, R. V .). T urn also to th a t companion scrip­
ture, Heb. 10:14, “For by one offering he hath 
perfected for ever them th a t are sanctified. And 
the Holy Ghost also beareth witness to us.”
That, doubtless, was why St. Paul was so “per­
suaded,” and so marvelously serene in all the 
inconceivable ills th a t beset him. He had the 
witness in him, and knew th a t his “life was hid 
with Christ in God,” and that a sanctifying Sav­
ior was living in him (Gal. 2:20).
And this was w hat enabled the apostle John, 
another sanctified man, to say, “And hereby we 
know that he abideth in us by the Spirit which 
he gave us” (1 John 3:24). “I t  is the Spirit that 
beareth witness because the Spirit is the tru th ” 
(1 John 5:7, 9, 10, 11).
The apostles seemed to have no doubt about 
their own holiness and sanctification. They so 
repeatedly urged it upon others that they must 
have been sure of it themselves. St. Paul even 
called God and men to bear witness to his holi­
ness (1 Thess. 2:10).
In more modern days, the bright saints have 
had the same blessed assurance, owing to the 
witness of the Spirit. Let us hear in their own 
words:
R e v . W i l l i a m  B r a m w e l l : “The Lord, for 
whom I had waited, came suddenly to the temple 
of my heart, and I had an immediate evidence 
th a t this was the blessing I had been for some 
time seeking. M y soul was all wonder, love, and 
praise.”
B i s h o p  H a m l i n e : “All at once I  felt as though 
a hand, not feeble but omnipotent, not of w rath 
but of love, were laid on my brow. I t  seemed to 
press upon my whole body and diffuse all through 
and through it, a holy, sin-consuming energy.” 
M r s . J o n a t h a n  E d w a r d s : “ S o conscious was I 
of the joyful presence of the Holy Spirit th a t I 
could scarcely refrain from leaping w ith trans­
ports of joy. M y  soul was filled and overwhelmed 
w ith light and love and joy in the Holy Ghost, 
and seemed just ready to go away from the 
body.”
M r s . P iic e b e  P a l m e r : “While thus exulting, 
the voice of the Spirit appealed to my under­
standing: ‘Is not this sanctification?’ I could no 
longer hesitate; reason as well as grace forbade.
I rejoiced in the assurance th a t I was wholly 
sanctified throughout body, soul and spirit.”
D r . D a n i e l  S t e e l e ,: “Very suddenly, after 
about three weeks’ diligent search, the Comforter 
came w ith power and great joy to my heart. He 
took my feet out of the realm of doubt and 
weakness, and planted them for ever on the rock 
of assurance and strength.”
B i s h o p  F o s t e r : “The Spirit seemed to lead me 
into the inmost sanctuary of my soul—into those 
chambers where I had before discovered such 
defilement, and showed me th a t all was cleansed, 
that the corruptions were dead—taken away. I 
felt the tru th  of the witness.”
A volume might be filled with such testimony, 
a most troublesome thing to those who deny the 
possibility of purity in this life. And when we 
are conscious of having the proper fruits of a 
cleansed heart, th a t is the testimony of our own 
spirit to the blessing.
John Wesley said, “Let none ever presume to 
rest in any supposed testimony of the Spirit which 
is separate from the fruit of it. And let none rest 
in any supposed fruit of the Spirit w ithout the 
witness. . . .  In  our being favored with a tw o­
fold testimony there is great practical utility, as 
it is a protection against presumption on the one 
hand and despondency on the other. Our M aker 
has placed a double guard around our spiritual 
and eternal interests. As He has provided th a t 
where one bodily sense mistakes an object an ­
other sense may correct it: so in reference to  the 
im portant subject of saving religion—its evidence 
is placed both in our consciousness of the Spirit’s 
witness and the conviction of our own judgment. 
W hat the Spirit makes evident to our consciences, 
our own spirit makes evident to our reason."
(8)
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DOCTRINAL
C H R IS T IA N  B E L IE F  IN  T H E  L IG H T  O F  
T O D A Y
B a s il  M il l e r  
Chapter II. The Finality of Christianity
T H E modern age has thrown into oblivion all types of intellectual standards and maxims arrived a t by the philosophers and theologians of the past. I t  has but followed in the wake of materialism, which arose in Ger­
many, France and England in the seventeenth 
and eighteenth centuries. The m aterialist has said, 
“There is no God, but m atter.” The current think­
er acclaims this dictum as true. I t  is averred 
th a t early Catholicism established an infallible 
pope, and th a t youthful Protestantism substituted 
for the pope an infallible Bible. The in terpreta­
tions of both pope and Bible are believed to be 
made more infallible in case tradition, th a t long 
line of Church beliefs and statements, sustained 
them.
But this modern age of doubts and moral dif­
ficulties has overthrown such infallible standards 
and leaves every man a philosopher who shall 
work out his own theory of time, m atter, finality 
and eternity.
A D is c a r d e d  I n f a l l i b i l i t y
There was no question raised concerning fi­
nality as far as Christianity was concerned so 
long as the pope, tradition and the Bible were 
held to be infallible. These became the source 
of all belief about the true religion and its modus 
operandi. None ever dared question that the 
Christian religion was the final one. For was it 
not based upon Judaism , a revelation from God, 
and was not Jesus the consummation of-ythat 
which the prophets of Judea had proclaimed long 
ago? The status then was final. The last word 
had been said. True it was th a t skeptics like 
Marcion might doubt the truthfulness of the 
Bible, but the main current of the mind of the 
Church ran true to its course.
Theorizers might speculate as to the nature 
of Christ, the content of original sin, the mechan­
ism by which the incarnation and the atonement 
were w rought, and results of regeneration, and
(9)
how many angels might dance on the point of a 
needle, but finality was out of the question.
Materialism which denied the vital concepts 
of the Church soon made a central attack upon 
the Bible, tradition, the pope and all other bodies 
w'hich were supposed to have spoken concerning 
the final tru th  of the religion of Christ. The 
ground was then thrown open for debate. The 
battle raged and from it came w hat McGiffert 
might call, “ the rise of modern religious ideas.” 
Into this scheme higher criticism found a basic 
place and its findings, supposedly true, were ac­
cepted. Materialism discovered a new ally in the 
evolutionary theory. The incarnation resolved i t ­
self into a myth, and the resurrection a story 
which was invented by disappointed disciples.
When infallibility was cast away then the 
thinkers became the fabricators of theories, creeds, 
dicta. Theism became theoretical, and the God 
of this movement was in no manner connected 
with the Jehovah of the Bible. Providence was 
viewed under the new light of the complete 
reign of evolutionary law. The very foundation 
of ancient Christianity was undermined, and the 
new humanism became the battle line.
One can but ask if the intellectual fabric w'hich 
the elders of the Church have woven into their 
faith can be so easily overthrown. If the modern 
position be accepted, has there been no reasonable­
ness upon which the beliefs of two thousand 
years have rested?
W i l l  A n o t h e r  R e l ig io n  A r i s e ?
The pertinent question is, Will another religion 
arise which will take the place of Christianity? 
There are three religions which have swept be­
yond national bounds and are w hat may be 
called international. The first of these in point of 
time was Buddhism, the second is Christianity and 
the third is Mohammedanism. The last two it is 
noted are from a common origin, the religion of 
Judah. Among the three in supremacy of moral 
content Christianity stands a t the height. Judged 
by its effects Christianity meets the pragmatic 
test in th a t it produces the most desirable effects 
both on the individual and the nation. Where it
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has been proclaimed and followed none can doubt 
its supremacy.
Buddhism is a decadent faith, looking to the 
past, and is enshrined in customs which bar it 
from the possibility of demanding the adherence 
of cultured nations. Hence it cannot stand as the 
final religion. Mohammedanism, when judged 
by its moral effects, must lose its place in the 
claim for finality. Moreover each of these shows 
no signs of maturing into a higher type of re­
ligious activity. Hence of the three which lay 
claims upon internationalism in scope, only Chris­
tianity stands as valid.
The next question then is, Will Christianity, 
the highest type of religious belief existent, be 
superseded by another, which will be the final 
religion ?
Before we examine the grounds upon which 
Christianity bases its claims of finality, let us 
search the horizon for a rising faith. Is it to be 
found in the jungle of philosophy? Check the 
field and you will find th a t the philosophical 
speculations are no more in advance, as concerns 
moral content, than those of Aristotle, Plato or 
Socrates. They might have given us the scientific 
method of research as taught by Bacon, but they 
have not altered morals, nor clarified the concept 
of God. Philosophy might have afforded us the 
agnostic touch of Spinoza and Hume, but their 
revelations concerning the final issues are blank. 
K ant might have given us the moral law when he 
summed it thus, “So act th a t every action, should 
it become universal, will be beneficial.” This is 
but the Golden Rule of the M aster, which in 
turn  is to be found in the writings of early Jew ­
ish prophets and thinkers. Nothing new is given.
The religion of experience which Schleiermacher 
expounded is after all the religion of Christianity 
with faith, emotion as its basis. Intellectual the­
ism and personalism are but new names for the 
old ideas revealed in the Bible as to the charac­
ter of God. They are intellectual supports where­
by revelation is verified.
W i l l  I t  B e  a N e w  S c i e n t i f i c  R e l ig io n
If Christianity is not final, will it be a religion 
of science? First, whose science will it be? Any 
one of the dozens of variant thinkers? Edding- 
ton and Sir Jam es Jeans and their expanding 
universe, Millikan and Compton w ith their cos­
mic rays as the primal source of life and energy, 
Einsteinism with its relativity, which shall it be? 
Has science done any more than added to the 
sum total of appliable knowledge? Has it given
(10)
a new revelation of morals, or made more definite 
the code of ethics expounded by Jesus? To these 
and such questions the answer must be in the 
negative.
Finality in its very nature is the opposite of the 
scientific method. This demands experimentation, 
the statem ent of a hypothesis, and the final veri­
fication, so far as practical, of this hypothesis. 
The scientist affirms that one cannot believe, for 
new evidence may be discovered at any time. 
Notice th a t Christianity states virtues to which 
nothing has been added. Once it was the theory 
of the thinkers th a t the world was fla t; then 
came Copernicus, with his round, revolving uni­
verse, of which the world was not the center. 
Newtonianism clarified th is ; and now is added the 
theory of Einstein. Wherein we see a constant 
state of fluctuation. From  it all new knowledge 
has been afforded, but no new faith, no modern 
code of ethics which in any manner attains to the 
perfection of the ethical laws of revelation.
Look wherever else one may and on the horizon 
of the ages no new faith, w ith more vital ele­
ments than Christianity, is seen to be arising. 
Education may be concerned with morals, bu t not 
the religious relationship of man to his M aker. 
I t  in no wise has a thing to say about this innate 
longing which man finds deep within to be in 
contact with some spiritual hidden power. I t 
speaks not to m an’s inner nature which causes 
him to bow his head in worship of the unseen.
Esthetics, culture, beauty, art, while they re­
fresh m an’s longings for beauty, symmetry, they 
in no wise elevate his m orals; nor do they satisfy 
m an’s religious, spiritual nature.
Let us survey Christianity’s claims which vali­
date her finality.
T h e  I n c a r n a t io n  a n d  F i n a l i t y
Deeper than on the surface it may appear is 
the relation of the incarnation of Jesus to the 
finality of His religion. Religion must be made 
objective by some method. I t  cannot remain sub­
jective and long exist. There may be a god, but 
by some m ethod he must come into contact with 
the human spirit. In the early religions this was 
achieved by magic, where the priest by weird 
incantations and fantastic actions made a bridge 
between his god and his people. M yths soon arose 
which gave a relationship between the two, and 
thus objectified the primal religious forms.
Note the difference by which Christianity wai 
objectified. First priests and prophets arose who 
spoke w ith a sense of assurity, if not complete
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finality, th a t they represented the true God. 
Prophecies came in the later centuries which were 
bound up with the religion of the Jews, from 
which Christianity was to be evolved. At the 
appointed time, Jesus Christ was born as prophe­
sied of in distant time. He a t once acclaimed 
the fact th a t he was God, the M ediator like­
wise between the Father and mankind. On one 
hand He spoke for God, and on the other He 
lived for his fellowmen. He gave Christianity a 
complete objectification.
Henceforth, when any man read His record, 
could it not be questioned th a t He believed He 
fulfilled the predictions found in the religion of 
the Hebrews. His disciples based their hope of 
imm ortal life upon this fact of the incarnation. 
The deeper we look into the incarnation, when 
God assumed human form, the more real becomes 
one’s faith in the finality of Christianity.
One objects that in the mystery religions, born 
of a later age in Egyptian soil, many supposed 
incarnations are to be discovered. While not de­
nying th a t supposed, fictitious incarnations might 
have been claimed by those who followed this 
mystic w ay; they in no wise carried with them 
the dynamic of sufficient moral energy to long 
^survive in their own clime, to say nothing of 
spreading and taking root in foreign soil. They 
left no elevated morals. They shook no empires 
for the right. Born as a will of the wisp, they 
withered as Jonah’s gourd when the winds of 
fate and persecution arose.
N ot so with Christianity which within it bore 
the marks of conquest, and was destined to circle 
the globe.
U n iv e r s a l  T h o u g h  B o r n  i n  P a l e s t in e
The fate of Christianity seemed to have been 
w rapped up w ith the destiny of Palestine. Here 
it was born, and its roots went back to this soil 
for many a century. Its  founder never passed 
beyond its confines. Sprouting in a  circle 
of a very few miles, humanly speaking it 
should have remained within this circumference. 
But it did not do so. Its  leader was a Jew, yet 
He carried none of the contradictions of Judaism. 
I t  seemed to breathe the pastoral spirit, yet 
Christianity has been equally at home among the 
civilized nations where the arts flourish and 
science has been born.
I t  has bred some of the greatest minds of the 
:enturies. M ay it be noted th a t the w orld’s 
outstanding thinkers have sprung from Christian 
soil. Whence arose Augustine? He tasted the
beauty of Christianity under the saintly character 
of Monica, his mother, and Ambrose, his bishop. 
Where sprang Anselm, the Church’s greatest reas- 
oner, father of the doctrine of the atonem ent? 
He found the inspiration of his intellect in a 
monastery. Kant, the father of modern philoso­
phy, was Church bred. Bacon, the father of 
modern scientific method, was cradled in the 
church. Schleiermacher, who afforded modern 
theological method a new impetus, felt the saintly 
touch of pietism in Germany. The greatest in ­
ventors are the products of an atmosphere where 
Christianity pervaded all.
If for no other reason than this, its claims to 
finality, can be rested upon its universality. I t  
is fitted for every class of man, all nations, and 
conditions of existence. I t enters not into minute 
detail, but lays down broad details for the m ain­
tenance of life.
C h r i s t i a n i t y  t h e  S ir e  o f  C i v il iz a t io n
Christianity is the lone sire of civilization. I t 
did not exist until the Church through the power 
of its Christ was born. Look through the dim ­
ness of the dark ages. Ancient learning as sym ­
bolical of Greece, whose glory had faded, and 
ancient legality, the picture of Rome, are now de­
cadent. The Church alone faces the future, when 
the night is dark. Will it survive? The answer 
is found in the civilization of the twentieth cen­
tury.
I t has safely survived the storms of each cen­
tury. When its critics were beyond its pale in 
the early centuries, the Apologists answered their 
every argument. When the heretics arose, false 
doctrine was purged from within. When perse­
cution raged, the blood of these m artyrs became 
the seed from which the new and refined Church 
arose. When philosophy discredited its claims, 
under the leadership of such skeptics as Hume, 
Voltaire, Rosseau, Christianity stood calmly with 
folded arms, and watched the claims of these 
men as they were all buried in the dust of forgot­
ten ages. When science vied with it for su­
premacy, she stood her ground and saw every 
theory of the doubters for the past century dis­
credited by each arising generation.
Check those lands wherein civilization now ap ­
pears. In  them all you must note th a t Christi­
anity lays claim to them as her territory. Take 
Italy, the source of the Renaissance, the father 
of modernism, and you will find that the Church 
has filed claim to it as her land. Take Germany, 
from whence hailed the Reformation, which gave 
( 11 )
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a new impetus to all forms of life, and with which 
the modern age began, and here you discover 
monasteries, churches, with priests, monks and 
nuns, dotting the land like bristling spears. Seek 
for the source of th a t movement which gave 
freedom to the slaves, and you will find England 
giving the world a Livingstone, who probed the 
open sore of slavery, and Wilberforce, who cham­
pioned the battle.
Whence arose those philanthropic movements? 
Christian England gave birth to Raikes and the 
Sunday school. The Red Cross is the product 
of the same land. When crime was at its height 
in the eighteenth century, w hat saved England 
from a revolution, which would involve the rest 
of the w orld? The evangelical revival, led by 
two Oxford youths, the Wesley brothers. What 
nations gave birth to modern inventions? The 
electric light is American born. The automobile 
is here also rooted. The application of steam to 
an engine is rooted in England. All of them can 
soon be discovered to be the product of a Chris­
tian land.
However deeply one may probe he cannot find 
one strain of civilization which has come about 
in a non-Christian land. If there were no other 
argument for finality, this alone would stand 
sufficient for us.
F i n a l i t y  a n d  t h e  M o r a l  C o de
Christianity’s code of morals sets it supremely 
above all other religions. I t nowhere gives sanc­
tion to immorality. I t holds the highest place 
for virtue and does not reward vice. Sin it marks 
as the transgression of God’s law, and obedience 
is demanded to this law. Reach to the slimy 
depths of other religions and w hat do you dis­
cover? Buddhism gives you the filth of the 
Ganges River, with its sacrifices of babes to the 
crocodiles. Confucianism will lead you outside the 
walls of one of her Chinese cities, and drawing 
back the curtains for a moment, will permit you 
to look upon those babies left there to die alone. 
Mohammedanism will lead you into its harems 
where vice is ram pant, and will picture for you 
a heaven where licentiousness is the rule.
Prod into the lives of the unchristian philoso­
phers, and you see an immortal Voltaire. Read 
the stories of the pagan poets, and there before 
you lies a lecherous Burns, a rotten Byron, etc. 
But take the characters of the Christian philoso­
phers. There is the noble K ant. There is the 
lofty Tennyson. If  you would see Christianity 
in its moral revolution place the life of a Bun-
yan, the holy w riter, beside th a t of an Oscar 
Wilde, pagan, vile dram atist. I t is daylight con­
trasted with midnight.
This is the great danger in modern thinking. 
In  the light of today we hear such men as Ellis 
and Russell say, “Cast off the marriage restraint.” 
You hear a Lindsay say, “Give us companionate 
marriage.” Or a thousand and one lesser lights 
clamor for promiscuous sexuality. But above 
them all the voice of Christ cried out, “I say unto 
you— one man and one woman—whosoever look- 
eth upon a woman to lust after her hath already 
committed adultery.”
N ot once does Jesus’ code of morals lessen 
passionate restraints. Never, as Rasputin, Russia’s 
former “holy devil” used to say in his wild sexual 
orgies with his male and female devotees “relax,” 
do the morals of Christ permit a breaking over.
There has never been added one sentence to 
the Sermon on the M ount, which has enlarged 
its scope. No one has added a syllable to the 
Decalog, or Christ’s summation of this law, in 
his law of love tow ard God and man. They 
defy change." There is not one virtue which 
tw enty centuries have brought to light which is 
not already an accredited entry in the moral 
code of Jesus. Nor is there a single vice, discov­
ered in m an’s slimy trail across these same d ra­
matic years, which Christ has not already con­
demned.
Im prove the ethical code of Jesus, and we will 
tear down our belief in the finality of Christi­
anity. When anyone adds a virtue to it, not al­
ready included, the centuries will follow him. I t  
cannot be done.
T h e  V e r i f i c a t io n  o f  E x p e r i e n c e
With Schleiermacher there rose a new theological 
school or movement. He was trained under the 
pietistic influences which gave birth to M oravian- 
ism. He early felt the mystical touch and gave 
much place to feeling. The result was when he 
began to build a theological structure which would 
stand the strains placed upon it by philosophy, 
he turned back to his pietistical early training, 
and made emotion, experience, or as he termed it 
faith, as the basis of his speculations concerning 
dogma. He did not seek for his doctrines in reve­
lation ; rather he verified them, after erecting the 
superstructure through intellectual speculation, 
by faith or experience. Feeling— faith—experience 
are to him the keywords.
M odern philosophy saw the adding of a new 
tenet to the long list of the centuries, and that
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was pragmatism. Briefly it was the doctrine of 
Schleiermacher, the testing of belief, a theory by 
experience. The great question to the pragmatists 
is, “Does it w ork?” They w ant to know if it 
can be verified by results.
Let us then apply this same principle to the 
finality of Christianity. Does it w ork? Can one 
experience the changes that it affirms will follow 
accepting its “w ay?” Has anyone ever experienced 
the change th a t conversion brings to a life? Take 
Sam Hadley, a drunkard; he came to Jesus, and 
immediately the doctrine of Christianity was 
verified by H adley’s experience. For Hadley 
was transformed into a religious man, not by 
his own power, but by the grace of God. Has 
this faith in Jesus brought release from the bur­
dens which one must bear? Ask the sinner, the 
sufferer, about the peace which is his.
Look round about you and you will discover 
the verification of the claims of Christianity in a 
thousand churches that dot the land, yes, in a 
million lives that have “drawn w ater from the 
wells of salvation with joy.” The success of for­
eign missions is the answer to tw enty centuries of 
experimentation. Missions verify the claims of 
the Church. Wherever this faith is declared noble 
and holy lives arise through its touch.
For w hat higher test of finality would one then
seek than this? Than these? There stands the 
noble character of Christ, not touched upon in 
this article, which is the greatest of arguments 
for the finality of Christianity. Produce another 
Christ in a later century than the tw entieth? 
Never though a million years shall pass, is the 
answer th a t is given on every hand. Jesus is 
His own authentication, His own argument for 
finality.
Need we then look for another religion which 
shall be the final one? Its  seeds, its germs are 
nowhere now present to be discovered. Christi­
anity has no rivals, as Christ has no equals. When 
its theory is practiced there remains nothing lack­
ing in a perfect order. Does one seek for intellect­
ual freedom? Within its confines the mightiest 
of thinkers have found sufficient bounds for their 
keenest thoughts and reasonings. Does one wish 
to live a holier life than it makes possible? The 
saintliest of men have walked its way, and found 
perfect contentment. W hat does it lack? Spir­
itual energy, character dynamics? I t  has tamed 
savage tribes, and molded the fiercest of charac­
ters after the Master.
The summation of it all is, Christianity is the 
final religion, because it stands w ithout a peer, 
and has the verification of the experience of the 
ages.
EXPOSITIONAL
M E S S A G E S  F R O M  IS A IA H
The Lord M aketh the Earth a Waste 
(Chapters 24— 27)
O l iv e  M. W in c h e s t e r
A FT E R  viewing the nations individually and beholding their glory and spjendor in the present, then seeing afar off the doom awaiting them, the prophet beholds the world as a whole and sees the sweeping catas­
trophe coming upon the earth. Interspersed with 
the scenes of judgm ent there are lyrical passages 
which express the trium ph and joy of the right­
eous. The thought at times seems to gather dimly 
around some historical incident, the fall of some 
great heathen city, but the historical data are not 
sufficient to indicate anything definite.
The prophecy opens with a very realistic pic­
ture; the earth is pictured as a dish which is 
being turned upside down pouring out its con­
tents while it is to be scoured and cleaned. In 
this overwhelming catastrophe which will fall on 
the earth all classes shall be involved, the priest 
will share in its fatalities as well as the people, the 
master as well as the servant, the mistress as 
well as the maid, the buyer and the seller, the 
lender and the borrower, the taker of usury and 
the giver of usury. The despoliation shall be 
upon the whole earth, such has been spoken by 
the Lord.
Looking out upon the picture once more the 
same vision of devastation appears, the world, 
yea even the lofty people therein are languishing.
(13)
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Because of the sins of the people the earth is 
polluted. A curse has come upon the world, for the 
people have transgressed the laws of Jehovah. 
All the sources of m irth are disappearing; wine 
and the vine like the inhabitants of the earth are 
languishing; the instrum ents of music are no 
longer heard.
After this general description, the thought cen­
ters upon some special city, but we are not told 
w hat the city is. I t  is designated as “the city 
of confusion,” th a t is, a city where confusion 
and desolation reign. W hat inhabitants remain 
within its walls have shut their doors lest some 
unwanted intruder should burst in upon them. 
W ithout in the streets there is wailing because 
no longer is there a supply of wine and with it 
has gone their stimulant for rejoicing. All around 
about them lies desolation.
But while destruction lies on every hand and 
the inhabitants of the earth as a whole are under 
a curse, yet there is a remnant. Just as there 
remains a few olives in the tree after the harvest 
and a few grapes on the vines after the reapers 
have gone through, so shall it be in the earth. 
Although many of the people will fall under the 
sentence of doom, yet a few will be left who will 
lift up their voice in song and shout:
“For the majesty of the Lord!
Wherefore glorify ye the Lord in the east!
Even the name of the Lord, the God of Israel, 
in the isles of the sea!”
But in the midst of the songs of rejoicing are 
heard other cries coming from the doomed, la­
menting because the woe is upon them. To them 
the word of prophecy is declared:
“Terror, and pit and snare upon thee, O 
inhabitant of the e a rth ! And it shall come 
to pass th a t he who fleeth from the noise of 
the terror shall fall into the p it; and he who 
cometh up out of the midst of the p it shall be 
taken in the snare. For the windows on high 
are opened, and the foundations of the earth 
do shake. Broken, utterly broken, is the e a rth : 
shattered, utterly shattered, the earth ; stagger­
ing, very staggering, the e a rth ; reeling, the 
earth reeleth like a drunken man: she swingeth 
to and fro like a hammock.”
In  the doom of the earth will be involved the 
heavenly bodies. Then when destruction has laid 
its hands upon all these, the Lord of Hosts shall 
reign crowned w ith glory and splendor.
Following this gray picture of doom comes 
another burst of song, a psalm of thanksgiving
(14)
and praise, praise unto the L ord for the wonder­
ful things th a t had been w rought and for the 
judgment executed upon the hostile city, yea, 
moreover, because the Lord had been unto them, 
his people, a strong refuge, and had also been a 
defense for the poor. Then comes a burst of 
prophecy foretelling th a t in the days to come on 
M t. Zion shall be spread a feast for all the na­
tions of the earth, and it shall be th a t the eyes 
of their' understanding shall be opened, the veil 
th a t is, now upon them will be removed. Answer­
ing this w ord of joy the saved return reply with 
one of the most definite expressions of the hope 
of imm ortality found in the Old Testament, “He 
hath  swallowed up death for ever; and the Lord 
God will wipe away tears from off all faces.” 
This verse with the first sentence in verse 19 
gives us not only the hope of im m ortality but 
also th a t of the resurrection.
Commenting on this last tru th , Skinner says, 
“The doctrine of the resurrection here presented 
is reached through the conviction, gradually pro­
duced by the long process of revelation, th a t the 
Jinal redemption of Israel could not be accom­
plished within the limits of nature. I t  became 
clear th a t the hopes and aspirations engendered 
by the Spirit in believing minds pointed forward 
to the great miracle here described, and thus the 
belief in the resurrection was firmly bound up 
with the indestructible hopes of the future of 
Israel (Cf. Rom. 11:15). The idea is exhibited 
in a form which is imm ature in the light of New 
Testam ent teaching, but it practically represents 
the highest development of revelation on this 
subject.”
After the announcement of the tru th  of im m or­
tality in chapter 25 there is another lyrical out­
burst, a song of rejoicing:
“Lo, this is our God;
We have waited for him,
And he will save us:
“This is the L ord;
We have waited for him,
We will be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” 
Then the chapter concludes w ith a brief prophecy 
against M oab depicting this nation’s humiliation.
Higher and higher rise the notes of praise and 
rejoicing and chapter 26 opens with a veritable 
pean of joy:
“We have a strong city;
Salvation will he appoint for walls and bulwarks. 
Open ye the gates,
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T hat the righteous nation which keepeth tru th  
may enter in.
Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace,
Whose mind is stayed on thee, because he trusteth 
in thee.
T rust ye in the Lord for ever:
For in the Lord Jehovah is a Rock of Ages.” 
Then the song continues telling how the Lord 
bringeth down those who dwell on high but the 
way of the upright he doth direct, and the prophet 
w riter identifies the people of Judah with himself 
in the expression of a heartfelt longing for the 
presence of Jehovah.
W ith this lyrical passage at the beginning we 
have in the remaining part of the chapter alter­
nating the voices of the saved and the voice of the 
prophetic spectator. The prophetic spectator de­
scribes for us those w'ho have failed to heed the 
word of Jehovah, who do not discern His w ork­
ings who only pray when trouble is upon them 
and they are under the chastening of the Lord. 
On the other hand the saved rejoice in that peace 
is ordained for them and th a t the borders of 
their land have been enlarged.
The closing chapter of this section in the Isa- 
iahic prophecies opens w ith the announcement of 
judgment upon world powers under the figures 
of leviathan the swift serpent and leviathan the 
crooked serpent and the dragon th a t is in the 
sea ; then comes a very tender lyrical verse de­
picting God’s love and care for His own.
“A vineyard of wine, (sing ye of it,)
I the Lord do keep i t ; I will water it every 
moment:
Lest any hurt it, I will keep it night and day.” 
Then in verses 7 to 11 comes a call to the nation 
to repent. In  analyzing this passage Skinner gives 
as the thought content first a question then the 
ground of hope. “Has Israel suffered the ex­
trem ity of divine punishment as its oppressors 
have done (7 )?  There is a ground of hope in 
the moderation displayed by Jehovah in His 
chastisement of Israe l; the prospect of ultim ate 
reconciliation is held out: and this hope will be 
realized when all the monuments of idolatry are 
erased from the land (9). At present the city 
lies desolate, a witness to the sinful blindness of 
the people and the estrangement of its Creator” 
( 10, 11) .
W ith an intervening verse which makes ref­
erence once more to a particular city th a t shall 
become solitary, the closing portion of the chap­
ter dwells first upon the darkness th a t is resting
upon the people, their lack of understanding, th a t 
a remnant shall be gathered out, one by one shall 
they come; they shall come from Assyria and 
from the land of Egypt and they shall worship 
in the “holy mountain a t Jerusalem.”
After making a brief survey of these chapters, 
it might be well to dwell a  little upon the na­
ture of the content from a general standpoint. 
No one can read them but w hat they feel that 
these chapters form a distinct section differing 
in thought from the rest of the writings of Isaiah. 
The subject here is one that recurs in prophetic 
literature, namely, the “day of Jehovah.” W hen­
ever this theme becomes the center of thought 
there is alw'ays an announcement of doom for 
the wicked and salvation for the righteous. These 
two features frequently appear in these chap­
ters. The writing is to be classed under the head 
of apocalyptic, th a t is, th a t class of prophetic 
literature th a t deals with the subject of judg­
ment. I t has not the highly wrought features of 
some of the more distinctive apocalyptic passages 
as Daniel, but it has distinct traces of this class 
of writings.
While it has evidences of apocalyptic tendencies, 
yet unlike many of the apocalyptic writings it 
has interspersed very frequently lyrical passages 
which rise in thought and poetic expression equal 
to anything found in prophetic literature. These 
introduce a strong religious tone so Skinner ob­
serves, “In  religious importance and depth the 
chapters are second to nothing in the prophets. 
Two great tru ths in particular, the universality 
of salvation and the hope of immortality, stand 
out with a clearness and boldness of conception 
nowhere surpassed in the Old Testam ent.”
Thus it is th a t while at the first reading of this 
section there seems to be much difficult to under­
stand and much that does not convey many sug­
gestions to the mind, th a t only a few outstanding 
passages which in themselves contain precious 
nuggets of tru th  make an appeal, yet after in­
tensive study there is an ever opening vista of 
tru th  and the richer grow the chapters. Then 
does the reader go back to meditate upon them 
and fix the pictures upon the mind, finding the 
tru ths w ritten therein food for thought and also 
realistic pictures of great general principles.
H o m i l e t i c a l  S u g g e s t io n s
When we seek for homiletical material we 
w'ould naturally turn  to some of the lyrical por­
tions. One text that has ever been the solace
208 T H E  PR EA CH ER’S MAGAZINE
of Christian hearts down through the ages is 
that in 26:3:
“Thou will keep him in perfect peace,
Whose mind is stayed on thee, because he trusteth 
in thee.”
A theme might be, “The secret of perfect peace,” 
and divisions could be that the secret lies in a 
fixed mind, in trust in the Lord, in allowing 
Him to keep us. Then the providential care over 
the children of God is clearly brought out in the 
little song of the vineyard (27:2). This vineyard 
is watered, it is protected from harm, it is watched 
by night and by day.
If one wishes to follow another line of thought 
one could select those passages which show the
J U L Y
L. T. CoRLETT
There is only one special day in this m onth 
th a t receives any special recognition of the church 
and that is Fourth of July. This is not a religious 
holiday, and yet in its celebration there is al­
ways brought to the serious thinking person the 
part that religious convictions had in the found­
ing of our country. The idea of freedom is pre­
valent around this day and the basis of all free­
dom is found in the Bible. In  the phase of Chris- 
tion experience, spiritual freedom and liberty are 
inseparable from the Holy Spirit, so a series of 
outlines on the personality, administration, and 
operation of the Holy Spirit has been provided. 
There is always a need in a holiness church to 
bring to the thinking of the members, the im ­
portance of the work and administration of the 
Holy Spirit and messages of this type are gener­
ally appreciated by those who believe in this doc­
trine and stand for the principles of the church.
J u ly  2 ---- M o rn in g  S e r m o n
The Holy Spirit (John 16:7, 8)
I .  I n t r o d u c t io n
1. Portion of Christ’s parting message.
a. Makes the coming of the Holy Spirit 
the center of all things.
b. Dependent upon Christ’s going away.
2. Christ’s death was not enough.
a. He gave out standards to which no 
man could live unless some power 
could change the nature.
b. He insisted upon the necessity and
benumbing power of sin upon the faculties of 
man so th a t he cannot discern the working of 
the L o rd ; this is expressed at different times 
throughout the section, one particular statement 
is found in verse 11, chapter 27:
“For it is a people of no understanding.”
Still another line of thought m ay be developed 
from portions of this section and th a t is the 
overwhelming judgment th a t is to come upon the 
earth. The very first verses of chapter 24 bring 
this 'put and other sections m ay be chosen. I t  
may be th a t a sermon from some of these passages 
might add in power instead of preaching on the 
subject of the judgment from the texts th a t have 
been so frequently used.
importance of the Holy Spirit to car­
ry out these things in the heart and 
life of the disciples.
II. M a n if e s t a t io n  o f  G od  i n  t h e  W o r l d
1. Dispensation of the Father.
a. From creation to Christ.
b. First period an age of government by 
conscience, the rest under the Mosaic 
law.
c. Primarily an intellectual worship in 
outw ard ceremonial religion, many 
times over a corrupt heart.
2. Dispensation of the Son, Jesus Christ.
a. Extended unto Day of Pentecost.
b. Worshiped primarily in respect to the 
man Jesus.
c. A num ber entered by faith into the 
spiritual realm.
d. A higher type of worship and superior 
to the former.
e. Combined an inner worship with some 
things of the former worship.
3. Dispensation of the Holy Spirit.
a. From Pentecost until the present age 
ends.
b. Highest type of worship.
(1) Deals primarily w ith spirit and 
soul, the governing parts of man.
(2) Brings a union of all members to 
center in worshiping God.
(3) Changes the heart life a n d  
prompts right service.
C. Jesus taught this to the woman at the 
well of Sychar.
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III. T h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t
1. In  the Old Testament.
a. Instruction (Neh. 9:20).
b. Teaches to do God’s will (Psalm 
143:10).
c. Gives the fear of God (Isa. 11:2-5).
d. Judgm ent and righteousness (Isaiah 
32:15).
e. Gives a new heart and prompts hearty 
obedience (Ezek. 36:26).
2. Christ worked w ith the Holy Spirit in 
doing w hat He did.
a. Conceived of the Holy Spirit (Luke 
1:35).
b. The Spirit came upon Him at bap­
tism (M att. 3:16).
c. Jesus testified th a t His ministry was 
through the Spirit (Luke 4:18).
d. Offered Himself through the Spirit 
(Hebrews 9:14).
3. Christ talked much about the Holy Spirit 
(John 14-16).
4. The Holy Spirit centers the details of 
the gospel in the heart and mind of man 
instead of in Himself.
a. Talks of Christ, not Himself.
b. Operates on the nature of man.
c. Interests individuals in propagating 
the cause of God instead of calling 
their attention to Himself.
I V .  C h r i s t i a n  P e o p l e  S h o u l d  B e , C a r e f u l  to
C e n t e r  T h e i r  T h i n k i n g  a n d  W o r k in g  i n
a n d  T h r o u g h  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t
J u ly  2 ---- N ig h t  S e r m o n
Fearing God (Luke 23 :40)
I .  I n t r o d u c t io n
1. Setting of the text.
a. A man so accustomed to fault-finding 
th a t he does so in the hour of death.
b. So hardened a t heart that the hour of 
death does not bring respect for eternal 
values.
2. Today we have a generation th a t does 
not pay much attention to God.
a. The thought of God is not in their 
minds.
b. The feeling of responsibility to: God 
is foreign to their thinking.
I I .  W h a t  I s  M e a n t  b y  F e a r in g  G o d ?
1. Placing God in His proper position. 
“Lord, remember me.”
a. M an must honor Him as God to re­
ceive His benefits and blessings.
b. M an must recognize His sovereignty 
for his own welfare.
2. Respect Him.
a. For His knowledge.
(1) He sees and knows the heart,
tries the reins, and senses even 
the imagination of the mind.
(2) His knowledge is beyond human 
insight and He knows w hat is 
best for each one.
b. For His power.
(1) In  creation.
(2) Giver and sustainer of life.
(3) He is the only One who can help 
mortals.
c. For His mercy.
(1) Seen in Christ.
(2) Operates through the plan of sal­
vation and is manifested in the 
salvation of men.
3. Serving Him.
a. He is the best Master.
b. Dreading lest His commandments 
should be broken.
c. M an’s whole duty is to fear God and 
keep His commandments.
III . W h y  S h o u l d  M e n  F e a r  God?
1. Because it is best to be on God’s side.
a. Happiness, joy, love, peace, come from 
fearing God.
b. Those th a t are against Him will lose.
c. Be on the winning side.
2. I t  is best to have God on our side.
a. Our attitude to Him regulates the a t­
titude He can take to us.
b. If we confess Him He will confess us.
c. God with us means victory.
3. He is to be the final judge.
a. He will be just and fair.
b. He will have all the evidence in.
c. He will be clear in His judgments and 
divisions a t that time.
IV. Do You F e a r  G o d ?
J u ly  9 — M o rn in g  S e r m o n
The Holy Spirit and the Church 
(John 16:7, 8; Rev. 2:7)
I .  I n t r o d u c t io n
1. The Church should awaken to her possi­
bilities for such an hour as the present.
2. The life and spirit of the Church are not 
dependent upon material things.
3. The Holy Spirit is the source of life and 
success for the Church.
I I .  T h e  H o l y  S p i r i t  a n d  t h e  C h u r c h
1. He is the center of worship (John 4:24).
2. He is the epecial bestowment of God for 
the Church Age (John 16:7).
a. The infilling of the disciples on Day 
of Pentecost marked the beginning of 
the rapid spread of Christianity (Acts 
2 ) .
b. The Church Age is His Age.
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3. The Spirit is the source of Revelation to 
the Church.
a. He inspired the writers of the Bible 
(2 Peter 1:21).
b. He is the Revealer of T ruth  (John 
14:26; 16:13).
c. He is the Revealer of the true identity 
of Christ (1 Cor. 12:3, 4, 7).
4. The Holy Spirit calls persons for the 
m inistry of the Church and empowers 
them.
a. Called Barnabas and Saul at Antioch 
(Acts 13:2).
b. Peter mentioned this on the Day of 
Pentecost.
5. The Spirit is the source of life to the 
church (John 7:37-39).
6. The Spirit is the source of liberty in the 
Church (2 Cor. 3:17).
7. The Spirit joins with the Church in ex­
tending the invitation of the gospel (Rev.
22:17).
8. The Spirit is to the Church—
a. Fire th a t purifies and warms, making
a clean church.
b. Oil th a t enables the machinery of the
Church to run smoothly.
c. The well of w ater that makes the
Church to be like a watered garden.
d. The Dove th a t broods over the serv­
ices.
e. The Guide who leads the Church into
proper activities and service.
f. The Teacher th a t opens the pages of
Holy W rit.
g- The Comforter th a t makes the Churcha victor.
IV. T h e C h u r c h  S h o u l d  s e e k  H i m ,  A dore
H i m . H o n o r  H i m  a n d  P r a is e  H i m .
J u ly  9 — N ig h t  S e r m o n
God’s Visit (Job 31:14)
I .  I n t r o d u c t io n
1. Job reviews his life and makes some con­
clusions.
a. Arguing his standing before God.
b. Reproving his counselors for their a t­
titude tow ard his relationship to God.
2. Implies th a t a person feels good or bad 
when thinking of God’s visitation accord­
ing to the character of his deds.
I I .  J ob G iv e s  a  L i s t  o f  D e e d s  t h a t  W o u l d  
M a k e  H i m  F e e l  U n c o m e o r t a b l e  W h e n  
G od V is it e d  H i m
1. Walking in a wrong manner (Job. 31:5,
7).
a. Walking with vanity.
b. Practicing deceit.
c. Gone out of the right way.
(18)
2. Unclean (v. 9).
a. Im m oral in thinking or seeing.
b. Untrue to m arital vows.
3. Taking advantage of others who could 
not help themselves (v. 13).
Despising the cause of his servants.
4. Have had no feeling of sympathetic re­
sponsibility for others (vs. 16-21).
a. W ithheld from the poor their desire.
b. Caused the eyes of the widow to fail.
c. Have eaten my morsel alone, forget- 
* ful of those hungry.
5. Greed and covetousness (vs. 24, 25).
6. If a spirit of revenge hath  controlled me 
(v. 29).
7. If  I  try  to cover my transgressions (v. 
33).
I I I .  J ob  H ad t h e  V i e w p o i n t  t h a t  H e  W o u l d
H a v e  t o  A n s w e r  t o  G od  f o r  t h e  W a y  H e
H ad L iv e d
I V .  W h e n  D o e s  G od V i s i t ?
1. Text implies th a t He may w ait for a time 
but will rise up a t a time He thinks best.
2. He visits in different ways.
V . How' t o  L iv e  so a s  N o t  t o  F e a r  G od’s
V i s i t
1. In  Christian experience.
2. In  obedience and service to Him.
J u ly  16---- M o r n in g  S e r m o n
The H oly Spirit and the Spirit of the W orld 
(John 16:7, 8)
I .  I n t r o d u c t io n
1. M an is the center of a conflict.
a. Between two spirits, the Holy Spirit 
and the spirit of the world, who is the 
devil.
b. Over the possession of man in his 
fullness.
2. Each one is bending every effort possible 
to a ttract his attention, interest, and ob­
tain his allegiance.
I I .  C o n t r a s t  o f  T h e s e  S p i r i t s
1. Their attitude to sin.
a. The spirit of the world condones sin, 
approves of sin and says there is no 
deliverance from sin in this present 
world.
b. The Holy Spirit condemns sin, con­
victs of sin, and points the way to de­
liverance from sin (John 16:8; Ro­
mans 8:1-11).
2. Regarding the character of Christ.
a. The spirit of the world minimizes the 
character and w ork of Christ, Cthe 
source of M odernism and all kindred 
doctrines.)
b. The Holy Spirit magnifies the char­
acter and w ork of Christ (1 Cor. 
12',3; John 15:26).
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3. Concerning the state of the individual.
a. The spirit of the world holds the in­
dividual down, in the material things 
about him, causing despondency, dis­
couragement and the blues.
b. The Holy Spirit keeps speaking of 
the things of the kingdom of God 
and of Christ, centering the thoughts 
of the person in them, lifting the in­
dividual to the plane where they see 
things as God sees them.
4. Regarding freedom and liberty.
a. The spirit of the world, especially in 
the traits of carnality, robs of free­
dom and brings the soul and body 
into bondage and captivity to sin, 
self, other people and the devil.
b. The Holy Spirit begets and sustains 
liberty regarding position, station, 
state and attitude of others (2 Cor. 
3:17).
5. Concerning faith.
a. The spirit of the world generates 
doubt, fears and unbelief, especially in 
the moral and spiritual realm ; ( says, 
“I t  can’t be done.^
b. The Holy Spirit prompts faith, stim u­
lates faith, strengthens faith and helps 
man to trust God.
(1) He speaks of the character, power 
and greatness of Christ, inspiring 
each one to have full confidence 
in Him and trust Him.
(2) M any in the Bible were spoken 
of as “being full of the Holy 
Ghost and faith.”
6. In  their w ork and results.
a. In  the processes.
(1) The spirit of the world is weak­
ening in all of its means and 
effects.
(2) The Holy Spirit is strengthening 
in all processes and ends (Col. 
1:9-11; Eph. 1:17-23).
b. In  the results.
(1) The spirit of the world is de­
structive, the very essence of de­
ceit and falsehood, degrading in 
all of its operations and ends.V
(2) The Holy Spirit is purifying in 
all of His operations and results.
III . S i m i l a r i t i e s  o f  t h e  Tw o S p i r i t s
1. Both Spirits are Guides.
a. The spirit of the world leads to death 
and destruction.
b. The Holy Spirit leads into all tru th  
and finally to heaven (John 16:13).
2. Both spirits demand a complete consecra­
tion.
(19)
a. The spirit of the world gradually leads 
the follower to the place where he 
yields talents, capabilities, possessions 
and character over to his will and 
wish.
b. The Holy Spirit gradually leads each 
child of God to the place where He 
asks them to yield themselves com­
pletely to God. At this point they 
must go on unto holiness or go back 
into darkness (Romans 12:1; 6 :13).
3. Both spirits give a seal and earnest of 
future life.
a. The spirit of the world gives his fol­
lowers a sample of w hat they may 
expect from him in eternity.
b. The Holy Spirit is the believer’s seal 
and earnest (2 Cor. 5 :5 ; Eph. 1:13, 
14).
I V .  W h i c h  S p i r i t  D o  You W i s h  t o  C o n t r o l  
Y ou?
J u ly  1 6 — N ig h t  S e r m o n
The Certainty of a Religious Experience 
(1 John 3:14)
I .  I n t r o d u c t io n
1. Salvation is a reality.
a. Purchased a t tremendous cost.
b. Provides a real experience in this life.
I I .  C e r t a in t y  o f  a  R e l ig io u s  E x p e r ie n c e
1. By the direct testimony of Christians.
a. “I know th a t my Redeemer liveth” 
(Job).
b. John (in 1 John 3:2, 14).
c. Paul in the following passages:
(1) Acts 26:14-19.
(2) 2 Tim othy 1 :12.
(3) Phil. 1:20, 21; 1 Cor. 2:2.
2. Also a certainty in death and the life 
that is to come.
a. Assurance of a dwelling place (2 Cor. 
5 :1 ).
b. Assurance of an abundant entrance (2 
Peter 1:10, 11).
c. Comfort in death (2 Tim. 4 :6 -8 ).
I I I .  How Do W e  G e t  t h i s  C e r t a i n t y ?
1. By the consciousness th a t we have met 
the conditions laid down by God (1 John 
1:9).
2. By the witness to our own hearts by the 
Spirit of God (Rom. 8:9, 15, 16; 1 John
3:24).
3. By the manifestation of His life in our 
life (Romans 5 :5 ; 1 John 4 :8 ; 1 John 
2:3, 15).
IV. T h e  C e r t a in t y  o f  R e l ig io u s  E x p e r ie n c e  Is 
I n d i s p u t a b l e
1. Every person can know it.
2. M ost knowable thing in life.
3. Do you know it?
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J u ly  2 3 — M o r n in g  S e r m o n
The Spirit-Filled Life (Eph. 5:18; John 16:7, 8)
I .  I n t r o d u c t io n
1. Christians can be filled w ith the Spirit.
a. Just as clear that they can have the 
Spirit by an act of appropriating 
faith as th a t they received Christ that 
way.
b. I t  is sinners th a t accept Christ for 
justification, but it is as sons that the 
believers accept the Spirit in sanctifi­
cation.
II. C h a r a c t e r is t ic s  o f  t h e  S p i r i t - f i l l e d  L i f e
1. A sealed life (Eph. 1:13).
a. A seal of ownership and holiness (2 
Tim othy 2:19).
b. Count yourselves henceforth and alto­
gether the L ord’s and He gives the 
Spirit, in His fullness, as a seal of the 
completion of the covenant.
(1) U tter devotion and consecration 
in recognizing His complete own­
ership opens the way for the 
Spirit to trust the child of God 
w ith Himself.
c. Holiness—separation from sin and 
filled with God.
(1) A life given irrevocably to sepa­
ration from sin.
(2) A life th a t emanates from the 
Spirit who dwells within.
2. A filled life (Eph. 5:18).
a. The infilling with the Spirit marks a 
decisive and most im portant crisis in 
the Christian’s life, judging from the 
story of Paul’s conversion and later 
baptism with the Spirit.
b. I t  quickens every part of m an’s na­
ture.
c. The Spirit in the heart becomes a 
fountain source of God in the life 
(John 7:37-39).
(1) Life spontaneous in godliness— 
w ith His love motivating the mo­
tives, purposes, plans and view­
points; w ith His strength em­
powering for every needed serv­
ice.
(2) A passive activity—out of a 
yielded will, the cleansed heart, 
an activity as of one wrought 
upon and controlled rather than 
of one directing his own affairs.
3. The Spirit in the heart is as oil in the
whole being of man.
a. Oil is used for light—illumination 
(John 16:13; 1 John  2:20-27).
b. Under the old dispensation no person 
was prepared for the service of the
Lord w ithout first the application of 
the anointing oil. The same is true of 
the Spirit today.
c. Oil is used for healing (Zech. 13:1).
d. Oil is the symbol of gladness.
(1) Psalmist speaks of oil which 
maketh the face to shine; and 
describes Christ as anointed with 
the oil of gladness above His 
fellows.
(2) The Holy Spirit anoints w ith the 
spirit of joy and He radiates in 
the life w ith the reflected glory 
of the indwelling God.
e. In  this high-speed age oil is used to 
lubricate and reduce friction to a 
minimum. The Spirit will do that.
4. The Spirit-filled life is the earnest of 
things to come (Eph. 1:13, 14).
a. The Holy Spirit is the foretaste or 
sample of all unrevealed and unreal­
ized hopes of the glorious future.
b. All th a t we are to be and enjoy He 
brings us now in a limited sense, yet 
heaven will be just more of w hat He 
brings into the soul.
5. The Spirit-filled life is:
a. A new development of insight into 
the love of God.
b. A new contact as it were w ith inner 
and eternal movements of redeeming 
goodness and power.
I I I .  T h e  H o l y  S p i r i t  L o n g s  t o  F i l l  E v e r y  R e ­
g e n e r a t e d  H e a r t  w i t h  H i s  F u l l n e s s
1. He wants to make true in you that 
which is already true for you in our 
glorified Lord.
2. Each child of God should hunger and 
long for the best God has.
J u ly  2 3 — N ig h t  S e r m o n
Protecting the Fountain  (Proverbs 4:23)
I .  I n t r o d u c t io n
1. A time when treasures and things of 
w orth are in danger.
2. The wise man admonishes and commands 
each individual to keep the heart.
II.  E a c h  I n d iv id u a l  Is  R e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  H is  
H e a r t ’s C o n d it io n
1. The sentinel of their treasure house.
2. The guard of their citadel.
3. The custodian of their rights.
4. The governor of their actions.
5. The judge of the directions.
I II . W h a t  Is t o  B e  P r o t e c t e d ?
1. N ot the things which most people are 
taking the best care of.
a. Wealth.
b. Real estate.
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c. Reputation.
d. Business.
2. The heart.
a. The center of man, the seat of the 
affections, the fountain head (M att. 
12:35; Prov. 23:7; 1 John  3:21).
b. W ith the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness (Rom. 10:10).
c. The p art of man th a t regulates spir­
itual experience and state.
I V .  How C a n  a  P e r s o n  K e e p  t h e  H e a r t ?
1. Place it in God’s care and let Him keep it.
2. W atch it with all diligence.
3. Keep it ever in the place where the favor 
of God is assured.
J u ly  3 0 ----M o r n in g  S e r m o n
The Co-operation of the H oly Spirit 
(John 16:7, 8)
I .  I n t r o d u c t io n
1. The beauty of the gospel of Christ is in 
its complete operation.
a. First in experience.
b. Then in spiritual development.
c. The Holy Spirit is the agent in both 
of these.
d. Christian living is a co-operative life.
2. Purity  of heart and holy living are requi­
sites or conditions of His co-operation.
a. He is holy and works in and at His 
best w ith those who are holy.
b. The Spirit cannot w ork w ith sinful 
lives like He does in holy lives for it 
w ould be approving and condoning 
sin.
I I .  M a n n e r  o f  H i s  C o - o p e r a t io n
1. Through the Spirit experience is wrought.
a. Born of the Spirit.
b. Witness of the Spirit.
c. Sanctified through the Spirit.
2. He leads in the right manner to develop­
ment in spiritual things (Gal. 5 :5, 16, 17).
3. The Spirit manifests the love of God in 
the individual life (Romans 5:5).
4. He will guide into all tru th  (John 16:13).
a. Regarding God.
b. Regarding rules of living.
c. Regarding relationships to  others.
d. Regarding service (Acts 8:295.
5. The Spirit will aid in the time of crisis 
and emergency (M att. 10:20).
6. The Sword of the Spirit is the Chris­
tian ’s defensive weapon (Eph. 6:17, 18).
7. Spirit co-operates in the prayer life.
a. Prom pts to prayer.
b. Encourages to prayer.
c. Helps to get the prayer through (Rom. 
8:26).
I I I . How t o  S e c u r e  t h e  G r e a t e s t  C o - o p e r a t io n  
o f  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t
1. By wholehearted obedience.
2. By seeking His welfare and interest.
3. By using the laws of the Spirit and fol­
lowing His leadership.
J u ly  3 0 ---- N ig h t  S e r m o n
Knowing God (1 Chron. 28:9)
I .  I n t r o d u c t io n
1. A charge.
a. To a young man from an old man.
b. From  a w arrior to a novice.
c. From an experienced king to a young 
prince.
d. From a veteran to a stripling youth.
e. From a father to a son.
2. Advice, th a t each one of this generation 
should heed.
II. W h y  H e  G a v e  T h i s  A d v i c e ?
1. A desire for the welfare of his son.
2. A desire for the happiness of the people.
3. A desire to see obedience to God.
I I I .  K n o w  T i i o u  t h e  G od o f  T h y  F a t h e r
1. A command for acquaintanceship.
One God—not any.
2. N ot just historical knowledge.
He already had that.
3. N ot parental religion.
He inherited that.
4. A definite personal knowledge.
5. A description of th a t knowledge.
a. Serve Him with a perfect heart and a 
willing mind.
(1) Beyond the sphere of the natural 
man.
(2) Beyond the world, the flesh and 
the devil, who are against it.
(3) Note the emphasis—a perfect 
heart and willing mind.
IV. W i i y  S h o u l d  a  M a n  K n o w  God?
1. Because God knows man.
2. Because God is seeking for man.
3. Because there are rewards for the efforts.
a. “If thou seek him, he will be found 
of thee.”
b. “If thou forsake him, he will cast thee 
off forever.”
V. A  P e r s o n a l  M a t t e r
1. “Know thou.”
a. Demands personal consideration.
b. Requires immediate attention.
2. Do you know God?
Go on your knees before God. Bring all your 
idols; bring self-will, and pride, and every evil 
lust before Him, and give them up. Devote your­
self, heart and soul, to His will; and see if you 
do not “know of the doctrine.”—H. W. B e e c h e r .
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IL L U S T R A T IV E  M A T E R IA L
C o m p i l e d  b y  J. G l e n n  G o u l d  
S p ir itu a l  I n c a p a c ity
Southey wrote a life of John Wesley and took 
the printed book to an old Wesleyan woman and 
asked her to read it and tell him w hat she 
thought of it. When she handed the book back, 
she said, “Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with 
and the well is deep.” How could Southey under­
stand the mind and work of Wesley? You would 
not expect Benedict Arnold to write the life of 
George Washington, nor Robert Ingersoll to write 
the life of Dwight L. Moody.—D r. C. L. G o o d e l l .
K e p t b y  th e  P o w e r  o f  G o d
There was a time when Napoleon felt adequate 
to the task of keeping himself. He had won 
victory after victory. So thoroughly had he swept 
everything before him th a t he declared th a t God 
was on the side of the strongest battalions, that 
is, th a t God was not a factor to be reckoned with 
a t all. He himself was sufficient. He could ig­
nore God. In  the grip of th a t idea he marched 
on Russia. Under the same impression he went 
to Waterloo. But, as with the rich farmer, the 
end was disaster. Napoleon could not keep him ­
self. His crown slipped from his brow, and his 
scepter slipped from his hand. And all he had 
a t the end of the day was an old pair of military 
boots th a t he insisted on having upon his cold 
feet when he died.
Some years ago a man was arrested in far-off 
Abyssinia and thrown into jail. I t so happened 
th a t the man arrested was a subject of the B rit­
ish empire. I t  was six months before the news 
of his arrest reached London. A demand for his 
release was sent out. T hat demand was ignored. 
Ten thousand men were then put upon trans­
ports and sent to the rescue of this one British 
subject. They landed at the nearest port, marched 
seven hundred miles, battered down the prison 
door, and brought their fellow citizen liberty. I 
suppose he appreciated as never before the fact 
th a t he was a part of the British empire; that 
he was kept by the power of Great Britain.
But these scattered strangers spoken of in the 
text (1 Peter 1:5) are far more fortunate than 
he. They are kept by the power of God. They 
are in the keeping of Him in the hollow of whose 
hand “the seas rage and roar.” How secure they 
a re ! How free from fea r! They are not only 
as safe as men and nations can make them, they 
are as safe as God can make them. And th a t 
means th a t they are infinitely safe. They are 
perfectly secure. Therefore, they have a right 
to rejoice in their security with joy unspeakable 
and full of glory.—D r . C l o v is  G. C h a p p e l l .
T h in g s  th a t  M a tter  M o st
A great character in American history was that 
man of storm and thunder, Andrew Jackson. 
Perhaps no man in American history ever re­
ceived so much adulation and so much execration 
and malediction. When at length he retired to 
the Hermitage near Nashville to end his days, 
he had back of him the memory of the great 
victory over Wellington’s veterans at New Or­
leans and  his two terms as President of the U nit­
ed States. Yet, in those sunset days a t the H er­
mitage, these were not the things of which he 
was thinking, nor were they the things in which 
he found any comfort and consolation. Visitors 
a t the Hermitage who entered his room relate 
how they would find the old man sitting before 
the fire, in one hand his Bible and in the other 
hand a miniature of his beloved Rachel. On her 
tomb, near the Hermitage, on a bright spring 
morning, with the trees white w ith blossoms and 
the mocking birds singing in their branches, I 
read the inscription which Jackson composed, his 
beautiful tribute to the companion of thirty-five 
years. “Here lie the remains of Mrs. Rachel Jack­
son, wife of President Jackson, who died the 
twenty-second of December, 1828. Age 61 years. 
H er face was fair, her person pleasing, her tem ­
per amiable, her heart kind. A being so gentle 
and virtuous, slander might wound but could 
not dishonor. Even death when he bore her 
from the arms of her husband, could but trans­
port her to the bosom of her God.”
W hat the old w arrior took comfort in was not 
the huzzas of the multitude after his marvelous 
victory at New Orleans, nor the recollections of 
his eight years of absolute power a t W ashington; 
but rather the affection and devotion of his be­
loved Rachel. There, in the realm of the heart, 
and not in the realm of things, are to be found 
the abiding satisfactions of life.— D r . C l a r e n c e  
E. M a c a r t n e y .
T h e  P o w e r  o f  C o n s c ie n c e
Here is a story told by a well-known French­
man. He was not a theologian, but an artist. 
He had studied life along the boulevards of Paris. 
He shows us a man who had been in prison nine­
teen years. The man escaped and under an as­
sumed name he made a fresh start. He became 
prosperous and happy. He was the mayor of 
the city where he lived. He was using his wealth 
to minister to the needs of the unfortunate. One 
day another man, who strongly resembled him 
in personal appearance, was arrested and brought 
into court. The officials said th a t this man was 
“Jean Valjean” (which was the form er convict’s 
name), and they were about to send him to the 
galleys for having broken jail. Then the question 
came to the real Jean Valjean, “Shall I allow the
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law to take its course, or shall I tell them that 
I am the escaped convict, and suffer the conse­
quences? Would it be right for me to give up 
this honor and prosperity which I  have won by 
heroic effort? Would it be right for me to leave 
these needy people, whom I am helping, to their 
fate? This other old man will soon die anyway 
—had I not best live on in freedom as a generous 
public benefactor, rather than to go to prison 
again as Jean V aljean?” He reasoned it all out 
and decided th a t it would be best to let the old 
man go to the galleys in his stead. “Then,” the 
author says, “there came a loud burst of hideous 
laughter from w ithin.” I t was cruel, mocking 
laughter; it was the soul laughing at itself in the 
hour of its defeat. He could not endure it—he 
went to the courthouse and proclaimed himself 
Jean Valjean. And then his soul, which had been 
walking in darkness through those strange, hard 
hours, saw a great light.—D r . C h a r l e s  R. B r o w n .
T h e  L ig h t  in  th e  V a l le y
The world knows Ramsey MacDonald as the 
first labor prime minister of Great Britain; but 
his neighbors and friends know him also and 
much more intim ately as the author of a memoir 
to his wife which has reminded some of us—and 
there hardly could be higher praise—of Professor 
George H. Palm er’s Life of Alice Freeman Palmer. 
One incident in th a t memoir is w orth more than any 
sermon can ever be, as evidence th a t however 
much forms of thought may have changed for 
modern folks as progressive in their thinking as 
was M rs. M acDonald, the faith with which great 
souls like her meet life and death is still as of 
old the faith in which our fathers lived and died.
“Her faith stood the test to the end. When 
she knew th a t she was close by the opening gate­
way of death, I asked her if she desired to see 
anyone who would speak to her of w hat was to 
come. ‘T hat would be a waste of time,’ she re­
plied. ‘I have always been ready. Let us praise 
God together for w hat has been. He has been 
very good to me in giving me my work, my 
friends and my faith. At the end of the day I 
go gladly to Him for rest and shelter.’ She was 
convinced th a t life and time were not the sum 
and substance of experience, and went away as 
though but starting on a journey which, • begin­
ning in darkness, would proceed through light. 
She would hold my hand, she said, till those 
who had gone before gave her greetings.”— D r . 
C . W. G i l k e y .
T h e  S a c r e d  C u p
Some years ago there lived in a thatched cot­
tage a t the head of a Scottish glen a poor high­
land widow. I t was a poor home, but on a cup­
board was an old cracked cup, covered wtih a 
glass globe, as though it were an object of con­
siderable value. T hat old cup had a history. 
Years before, one autum n day, a carriage with a 
lady inside stopped a t the door of the lonely 
cottage. The lady asked for a little water, and 
it was brought for her by the woman in this 
very cup. To the old wom an’s astonishment she 
afterw ard learned th a t the lady who had used 
the cup was queen Victoria. The fact th a t her 
lips had touched the rim of the old cup conse­
crated it and made it an object of great value to 
the old widow. Since Christ’s lips have touched 
the cup it has become sacred to us.—R e v . W i l ­
l i a m  H a y .
T h e  M a ste r ’s T o u c h
The day th a t I  was graduated from college 
there stood on the platform  a beautiful young 
woman going out to a great life and this is her 
history:
She was the granddaughter of a M ethodist 
preacher. In  the little village where she lived they 
noted her sweet voice and they said, “We love 
to hear you sing; stay with us always.” But o th­
ers said, “You might go to a neighboring city 
and take a few lessons. Perhaps they would be 
willing to give you a little money for singing in 
the church.” Others said, “If you would go to 
Boston and take a longer course, you might come 
back to a larger church and get $100, or maybe 
$200 a year if you are especially good!” She 
went to Boston, and Eben Tourjee, the great 
leader of the Peace Jubilee, heard her sing. He 
said, “You have a marvelous voice. I have never 
heard one like it. If  you will let me take it, I 
will give you the best instruction that America 
can offer and when th a t is done, I  will send you 
to the greatest master of voice in Europe.”
The day I saw her he had kept his promise so 
far as America was concerned. She had been 
graduated th a t day from Boston University Col­
lege of Music. As she finished singing three thou­
sand people sprang to their feet and greeted her 
w ith salvos of applause. Later she left the city. 
I did not know w hat had become of her. As a 
m atter of fact, Tourjee sent her to the greatest 
master of singing in Europe. Year after year she 
toiled on, giving herself w ithout stint to the de­
velopment of all her musical power under the 
direction of the master. At last America wanted 
the very best th a t the world could produce and 
New York said to her: “We will give you $1000 
a minute for five minutes of song!” The differ­
ence between Lillian Norton, the simple singer in 
the village choir, and the great Nordica, queen of 
song, was in the teaching of a master.
When young people come to me and ask what 
they shall be and w hat they shall do, I  turn 
to them and say, “Put yourself in the hands of 
the Master, Only He who gave you your powers
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knows their full possibilities. Only He who has 
fashioned your life can tell the high and holy 
purpose to which it may be given.”—D r . C. L. 
G o o d e ix .
S P E C IA L  S E R M O N S  F O R  S P E C IA L  D A Y S
B a s il  M i l l e r
Communion Sunday 
C l o s e d  D o or  F e l l o w s h i p  
T e x t : When the doors were closed . . . Jesus 
came (John 20:19).
I n t r o d u c t i o n : The glory of divine fellowship. 
Moses visited with God. Isaiah met with the 
Holy One of Israel. The disciples glimpsed at 
Jehovah’s glory on the M ount of Transfigura­
tion. We may likewise know the glory of com­
munion with God. M ark the method:
1. The Closed Doors. Jesus demands th a t we
(1) shut out the w orld; (2) shut in self with 
thoughts of God; (3) invite self to an examina­
tion ; (4) expect holy fellowships.
2. Jesus came . . . When the doors of the heart 
are closed (1) Jesus always comes to commune;
(2) peace from this fellowship results; (3) the 
heart is elevated to the scenes of holy commun­
ions and transfigurations; (4) In  it all visions of 
the world are transformed into visions of God, as 
Isaiah had in the temple.
3. The Wonderfulness of the Message—Peace. 
Closed door fellowship always affords (1) peace 
as when Jesus came and said, “Peace;” (2) 
blessed contact with the divine which makes 
heaven more real and tangible than ea rth ; and
(3) power for righteous conquests of sin. 
Conclusion: If you would know the joy of this
fellowship w ith Jesus, you must close the doors 
of the heart to the world.
I n  R e m e m b r a n c e  o f  M e  
T e x t : This do in remembrance of me (Luke 
22:19).
I n t r o d u c t i o n : Note the scene: The last sup­
per, with Jesus; seated and eating the common 
meal. Conversation centers around things of the
kingdom. We are commanded to observe the 
Communion in remembrance of Christ’s life and 
death. Do this:
1. In  Remembrance of M y  H um ility. Christ’s 
humility the pattern of our piety—Christ’s lowli­
ness the mark of our discipleship— Christ’s meek­
ness the example of our daily walk. Observe this 
sacrament th a t you may shape your life thus.
2. In  Remembrance of M y P urity. (1) His 
purity is  the assurance of our holiness; (2) the 
example of our righteousness; (3) the only p a th ­
way by which we can gain fellowship w ith H im ; 
and (4) the mold by which our lives are to be 
fashioned. Remember my holiness, He says, and 
be thou holy.
3. In  Remembrance of M y Fellowship with the 
Father. (1) Christ communed w ith the Father, 
so must we. (2) He fellowshiped w ith a heav­
enly kingdom, not a worldly, so are we com­
manded to do. (3) He lived only for the sake 
of God’s will, and so are we asked to do.
Conclusion: The beauty of this communion 
service is th a t we may look back to Jesus on the 
cross, forw ard to Him on the throne, and as 
ever abiding in human fellowship with us.
T h e  M inistry  of Singing  
T ext: A nd when they had sung a hym n, they  
went out into the m ount of Olives (M att. 
26:30).
L esso n : M att. 26:25-30; 1 Cor. 11:23-32.
I ntroduction: Through singing heart release 
is gained. The heavy strain of life’s burdens seems 
to be lifted by song. Men sing in the night of 
trouble, and the day of joy. Sooner than all else 
song touches the heart, and no Christian service 
is possible w ithout it.
1. Song Gives Concluding Touch to Com ­
munion Times'. Just after the supper, a season of 
communion, Jesus and disciples sang. In  com­
munion w ith God we shall sing songs of glory 
and joy: When at the family altar lift up the 
voice in song; a t the communion table, if you 
would have Jesus with you, sing; in the services
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sing a song of rejoicing; when weakened by the 
battle of life, sing for strength.
2. Song Creates Atmosphere of Worship: Song 
(1) touched the mind w ith solemn thoughts; (2) 
puts the atmosphere of worship and meditation 
upon the soul; (3) creates a heavenly contact;
(3) lifts the entire spiritual nature above the sor­
didness of life.
3. Song the Strength G iver: (1) In  face of 
tem ptation, sing a hymn. (2) When burdens are 
heavy, lift up the voice in rejoicing; (3) when 
death is near, listen as the saints sing.
Conclusion-. The hope of the Church, the dis­
ciples, and the entire course of Christian history, 
all hung on the destiny of this one hour, so they 
concluded it by singing a hymn. Then tune your 
soul to sing. Arise and go singing.
G od’s  C a l l  t o  F e l l o w s h i p  
T e x t : “For God hath not called us unto unclean­
ness, but unto holiness” (1 Thess. 4:7).
I n t r o d u c t io n  : At this communion table God 
calls to every soul:
1. To Nonconform ity to the World. We are to 
be not conformed to this world. This demands 
(1) death to the w orld; (2) being alive to God 
and things of a spiritual nature; (3) denying 
the world and its grasp upon us.
2. To Cut Contrary to the Ways of the World: 
Jesus did not give us peace with the world, but 
peace within the soul. He gave us a sword that 
we might fight against sin, the world and every 
evil thing. We must cut evil w ith the sword of 
the Spirit as Jesus did.
3. To a Life of Sacrifice in Winning Others: 
Zion a t ease, must awake, sacrifice pleasure, and 
live a life of dependence upon God th a t we may 
win.
Conclusion: Arising from the communion table, 
walk w orthy of this divine calling.
PRACTICAL
M A K IN G  A  M IN IS T E R
P a u l  S. H i l l
A FEW  years ago in an all day meeting we gathered for a closing prayer around the altar of the church. The pastor of the church was present and we asked him to lead 
in prayer. In  his prayer he prayed for his church, 
and finally came to praying for himself th a t he 
might receive the baptism w ith the Holy Ghost. 
He seemed to find some degree of victory and 
testified th a t he believed he had received entire 
sanctification.
After the service was over he told me his ex­
perience. Evidently he had been well instructed 
in second blessing holiness, and had preached it 
earlier in his m in istry ; but had become confused 
while taking the course of study required by his 
denomination. The books he had read, looking 
forward to ordination, had undermined his faith 
and well-nigh destroyed his hope of salvation. 
He was fighting a great battle with himself and 
his denomination th a t afternoon. Holding our 
hand while he motioned tow ard the shelves of 
books he asked, “W hat shall I preach?” He was 
well-nigh giving up the ministry. The best we
could we told him th a t if God had called him to 
preach He had also called him to preach some­
thing. And w hat we told th a t brother preacher 
we believe. God has not only called us to preach, 
but to preach something.
T hat something which we preach is im portant. 
I t  is the most im portant part of our ministry. 
Ju s t to talk  about any old thing is not w hat 
w'e are commissioned to do. A poor preacher .who 
preaches “Thus saith the Lord,” comes nearer 
doing w hat he is called to do than an able and 
attractive speaker who entertains w ith fine lan­
guage and brilliant oratory but who misses the 
m ark in the hearts of men. We once heard of a 
speaker who was reported as saying nothing, but 
saying it so well that he pleased the people. How 
useless such good ability is when it conveys no 
message of salvation to dying men.
Last night on a train we saw a large sign 
across the front of the car in which we were 
riding. Everybody who faced the front could see 
it. I wondered just w hat I would put in that 
space if I had it for a month for advertising my 
church. I feel now th a t I would like to use that 
space to say something like this: “I  could say that
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I am the best preacher in the world, but that 
would not be true. But I can say th a t Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God, can save from all sin, and 
that is the truth, and means everything.” Better 
be a little preacher with a big message than a 
big preacher with nothing to preach.
Probably every preacher gets discouraged with 
himself a t times. M ost of us preach more poor 
sermons than we do good ones, considered from 
the viewpoint of sermonization. But even a 
poor sermon does not whip a man who has had 
a message of salvation to tell, and has told it the 
best he could. The message instead of the sermon 
delivery is the encouraging thing about our 
preaching. We all can have a great message, a 
great tru th , a great Jesus, to tell about.
If we can’t  preach very well about a great sub­
ject th a t we know something about, we would 
do worse if we gave up the good subject for a 
poor one that we don’t know about. If we trade 
off knowledge for guess-work, we do better to 
keep silent. There is nothing th a t makes even a 
poor speaker more impressive than sincerity in 
telling the gospel story. The gospel itself is a t­
tractive even when it is poorly preached. There 
is nothing else in the entire range of material for 
pulpit or platform  use th a t is so usable and so 
helpful as the gospel of Jesus Christ. I t furnishes 
room for every emotion, and gesture. I t  is so 
simple th a t it is easily told, yet so profound that 
the most studious and logical minds have not 
touched its depths. I t  supplies the subject for 
the greatest oratory, and the greatest appeal to 
human thinking. There is nothing th a t can take 
its place.
T H ER E seems to be a growing popularity for the independent tabernacle method in place of the regular denominational church way of doing 
things. The ones who are conducting these taber­
nacle movements are men who for the most part 
were trained and educated in the denominational 
schools. At least they began their ministry under 
the help and inspiration of some church. The 
change they have made from the church method 
to the tabernacle is somewhat revolutionary. E vi­
dently they believe in w hat they are doing, and 
are convincing quite a few people that they are 
right, for they are getting a following.
We are wondering just w hat it is that is behind 
this tabernacle movement. Is it that the denomi­
national church has such iron-clad rules and regu­
lations that these men have found themselves
hampered in the work of God? Has the church 
machinery become so ponderous and complicated 
that it is discouraging? Has the program of 
church finances been urged so extensively that 
these men are unable to gladly assume w hat the 
church said was their responsibility? We have 
thought about this thing, and have felt for the 
godly men who are overburdened w ith church 
programs. Can it be that denominational church 
machinery has been an actual hindrance to the 
w ork of Christianity? Has the church overhead 
become so heavy that the foundation is giving 
aw ay? Have church plans gotten in the way of 
the Holy Spirit, and are ministers asked to save 
a program at any cost, even at the cost of the 
original purpose of the church?
I f  the heavy church program, w ith its compli­
cated and burdensome machinery, has anything to 
do with these men leaving the church for the 
tabernacle method of work, then it is past time 
for the church to cut down on its program  of 
finances and social service, and give its ministers 
more opportunity for revival meetings. We heard 
of one minister who was so cumbered w ith the 
church program that he left his church in order 
to go into religious work.
The Church of the Nazarene can well take a 
little time to consider the danger of too much 
machinery. Holiness people are the most inde­
pendent in the world. They are a willing people, 
.liberal and consecrated. They will give till it hurts 
for any cause that God puts on their hearts. But 
we do well to remember th a t it was too much 
regulation on the part of older denominations 
that caused the Church of the Nazarene to come 
into existence. We came out from under the 
pressure of legalism to find liberty to serve God 
and carry on His work as our hearts prom pted 
us, and under too much pressure we will do it 
again. Loyalty to church is strong, but loyalty 
to God is stronger with the holiness people.
But back to the tabernacle movement. Is it 
because of a desire for independent leadership on 
the part of some men th a t this movement is 
growing? Are the men who are a t the head of 
these tabernacles men who could not get along 
with their church? would not be amenable to 
anybody or anything, or are they too big to 
stay w ith the humdrum, slow-moving body of 
regulars? Or is it th a t they are honestly trying 
to reach men who otherwise would not be 
reached? The church has lost its grip on the 
world of sinful men to an alarming extent. Use­
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less to discuss the why of this loss. We face it 
as a fact. Is the tabernacle movement reaching 
this great unchurched mass of people? Are they 
reaching any large per cent of the unchurched? 
Would a count of their congregations show a 
m ajority who did not belong to some church? 
We don’t  know. Or is it some doctrinal issue 
th a t is back of this movement? Is there an em­
phasis on some doctrinal tru th  th a t the world 
needs ? Someone has said th a t if the church 
keeps silent on a doctrine for a generation th a t 
doctrine is lost to the church. W hat is the doc­
trinal issue involved in the present-day tabernacle 
movement? Is this movement in general agreed 
on doctrine?
Do any of the above questions cover the case? 
or is the tabernacle movement one of those strange 
emergency providences th a t God himself is in ­
stituting in the world to fill a need th a t is not 
otherwise being m et? Any way we look a t it the 
movement causes contemplation. The most we 
can see about it now is th a t it has many possi­
bilities, and many dangers.
E remember hearing a good brother ou t­
line a very complicated program for tak ­
ing care of some part of the work of the church. 
When he had finished quite a few people who 
could not just follow him through the intricacies 
of the plan asked him quite a few questions. Af­
ter discussing the m atter for a while, he asked, 
“D on’t you think my plan a good one?” Some­
one replied, “Your plan m ay be good, it might 
do w hat is needed, but it is too complicated. If 
it is so complicated th a t I  can hardly understand 
it, it is altogether too difficult for me to explain 
to the people when I  get home. I t is too diffi­
cult to get over to the ones we w ant to interest.” 
And th a t answer contained a good bit of tru th  
and a lot of sense. Any program th a t is difficult 
for leaders to understand is much too difficult for 
a working program  to be presented to a church 
full of people not familiar w ith the whole subject.
Simplicity of program is one of its strongest 
points. I t may be th a t the m atter considered has 
a strong appeal. I t  may be close to the heart of 
the church. I t  may be a work very commend­
able, and the people w ant it done, but if the 
m ethod of doing it is not simple it frequently 
will fail.
Church programs, local, district and general, 
offer great opportunities for complications and 
duplications, bu t for the sake of everybody and
(27)
everything, should be kept as simple as possible. 
There are only a few items in the general budget, 
a few more in the district, and some in the local. 
The difficulty is not in finding the various items 
in each budget. T hat is easy and simple. Neither 
is the difficulty in finding how much each item 
needs. The difficulty arises when we have to 
arrange some suitable plan th a t will enlist all our 
resources, and meet all the demands of the 
budget. We have to consider the feelings of those 
various groups of givers who eventually will be 
our cause of success or failure. If our plans are 
simple, and the m atter is placed before these 
groups in simple language th a t all can understand, 
it has a good chance of success. But if the plans 
are complicated, hard to explain, hard to under­
stand, difficult to execute, then they probably will 
fail.
We mention the various budgets because they 
afford a good example. The District and General 
Budget reaches to about every group there is in 
the church, and simplicity of plans will go a long 
way tow ard their success. Getting the m atter of 
the budgets before the various groups is a m at­
ter th a t should be considered quite thoroughly. 
To begin with, these various groups are organized 
for a purpose. Each group feels a special burden 
or concern for some particular thing. This does 
not mean th a t they do not care about the other 
affairs of the church. But it does mean that as a 
group they are centered around th a t particular 
part of the church work. Take the Sunday school 
group. They are loyal to the church as members; 
but when it comes to something th a t as a group 
they would like to do it probably will be some­
thing in the line of Sunday school work. If they 
take on an extra work it will probably be only 
after they have seen their Sunday school through. 
They may take the support of a missionary, or 
take an offering for our schools or colleges, but 
unless this is urged upon them  with unusual force, 
they will not do it until the Sunday school is 
taken care of. The same holds true of the groups 
of young people, W. M. S., deaconesses, juniors. 
The difficulty is not in getting these groups to do 
w hat they w ant, as a group, to do, but to pre­
sent a program th a t in a simple way enlists these 
groups, and makes them feel th a t they w ant to 
do it.
Everything in the budget, so much to be raised, 
so much for each item, so much from each church. 
That is simple when you say it fast. Very easy. 
But w hat about the Young People’s Societies?
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W hat is their part?  W hat part will appeal to 
them ? They will have to help if we raise it all, 
and they w ant to help. How much, and for w hat? 
W hat about the missionary women? We must 
have them. They w ant to help. W hat appeals 
to them ? How shall we raise our budget?
Simplicity, thou gem of programs, shine fo r th !
tion? We believe it will be the boy with the 
spirit of wisdom, the one who studies. The same 
holds true of the minister. The spirit of wisdom 
is a necessary ground for a revelation, and if a 
minister wants to have a sermon born in him 
he had better study hard, and if he does not 
get an inspiration he had better study harder.
E presume that most holiness preachers 
w ant to feel th a t their sermons are some­
w hat inspired. They want to preach just the mes­
sage that the L ord would have them give, and 
they depend quite largely on prayer and inspira­
tion to learn just w hat they should preach. They 
feel that they w ant a sermon born from above 
rather than one gathered from the pages of his­
tory or science. The element of revelation is de­
sired, the revelation of the proper text, the mean­
ing of the text, something new and fresh about 
the text, or some new thoughts th a t can be ex­
pressed by the text. They would like to preach 
with these new things fresh in their minds, and 
with the glory of their discovery still glowing 
in their souls. We think this desire for newness 
in sermon material is legitimate and does much 
to make a sermon interesting, for if it is interest­
ing to the preacher it is more likely to be in ter­
esting to the congregation.
To wait for a sermon to come along the line 
of inspiration is sometimes quite a  long wait. 
To depend on inspiration and then go to the pul­
pit w ithout it is disastrous. We do not doubt 
but inspiration can come quickly. A sermon can 
be born in a minute. The beginnings and general 
outline of a sermon probably do come quickly 
to most ministers. I t takes but a short period 
of time for the whole thing to flash through the 
mind, but after th a t first flash there is need of 
connecting the flash with practical and tangible 
things, and th a t takes time, sometimes quite a 
long time.
St. Paul desired the Ephesians to have the 
spirit of wisdom and revelation. Generally speak­
ing we would say that wisdom is gained by 
hard study and application to things w orth know­
ing, while revelation is a gift from God revealing 
something that He wants to make known. But 
the spirit of wisdom and the spirit of revelation 
is the same. One should hardly expect to have 
a revelation w ithout he has the spirit of wisdom.
In school one boy studies hard, the other one 
does not. The first has the spirit of wisdom, the 
other does not. Which one will receive a revela-
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J? think it would be a great trip  out to 
California. We are told th a t there would 
be much to see on the way out, and wonderful 
scenery after we got there. We have had a num ­
ber of short automobile trips th a t brought us 
through much beautiful country, and pleasant vil­
lages, but have never been to California.
But w ith all due regard for the sights across 
the country, we are pretty  sure th a t a microscope 
and a square yard of our own back lawn would 
show about as many interesting things as a fly­
ing trip across the United States and back again. 
The insect world is tremendously interesting. 
Chemical compositions, minute formations of 
crystals, varieties of colors in vegetation, and the 
whole realm of microscopic things offers an in ­
teresting gallery of things th a t are as wonderful 
as anything one could see in a cross country trip. 
An observing scientist with a microscope would 
probably see more in one square yard of any­
body’s back yard than I would see in traveling 
to California and back again. They say I would 
not w ant to come back, but I ’ll put the back 
again in for good measure. The point is th a t ob­
servation is w hat counts. Some men can see a 
great deal in a small country, while others see 
but little traveling a big one.
T hat about holds true w ith reading the Scrip­
tures. Some see a great deal in a small sentence, 
others can’t  find much in the entire Bible. Per­
haps the person who studies slowly sees the most. 
The psalmist tells us to “Walk about Zion.” 
D on’t  run, or race around in an automobile, go 
slow, walk. There are massive towers of proph­
ecy and vision th a t we are invited to count. Take 
a good look at her bulwarks, they are founded on 
eternal truths, and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against them. There are many palaces 
within Zion th a t are offered for consideration. 
Here is the resting place for the weary warrior 
who has been on the tower or fighting a t the 
bulwarks. These are wonderful palaces with floor 
boards made of the promises of God, and the 
ceiling is the smiling face of the Father. How 
beautiful is the position of the militant saint who
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is invited into Zion’s palace, places his feet on 
the promises and looks up!
The people of this eastern section seem crowd­
ed for time. They are all on the rush. They have 
the rush habit. I t  saps their vitality, drains their 
nerve energy, drives many of them insane. They 
go so fast they don’t  enjoy much, or see much. 
And, so far as the things w orth while are con­
cerned, they don’t have much. We suppose that 
w hat is true here is true in other places. Too big 
a supply of thrills ends in a flop. Religion is no 
exception. It takes time to get religion. I t takes 
time to live it, time to enjoy it, time to make 
its use of value. Some have about rushed the 
religion out of them. Religion is a gushing thing 
but not a rushing thing.
Sometimes we feel as though we would like to 
give the rushers, and fast drivers a microscope 
and set them down beside some of the worth 
while things of Zion and have them stay there 
till they are thrilled in the presence of things they 
had passed by many times and failed to see for 
lack of time. And we would like to take the 
microscope away from some who have been sit­
ting so long th a t they have not moved fast 
enough to leave a trail.
Microscopes, telescopes, fast drivers, observa­
tion. Anyway let us keep awake if we can, and 
keep our eyes open.
S u b j e c t : To the Crown Via Temptation.
T e x t : Jam es 1:12.
Tem ptation to sin is not from God. Tem pta­
tion springs from our own desires. James gives 
a list of things that covers some of the ground 
of tem ptation.
1. Tempted to doubt. Double-minded, w aver­
ing.
2. Tempted to not walk in the light. Goes on 
after beholding his face in the m irror. N ot a 
doer of the work.
3. Tempted to be a respecter of persons. Re­
spects the w'earer of gay clothes and disrespects 
the poor.
4. Tempted to consider yourself saved because 
you keep so many laws. The man who offends 
in one point is guilty of all.
5. Tempted to depend on faith w ithout works, 
or works w ithout faith. They go together.
6. Tempted through the tongue. Only grace 
can tame the tongue.
7. Tempted to live for earthly gain. Life is a 
vapor, as a fading flower.
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8. Tempted to discouragement through physical 
infirmity or physical or human limitations. Elijah 
was a man subject to like passions, and he 
prayed the heavens dry and wet again.
C o n c l u s i o n : This list covers things with which 
we all have to do. We will either win by over­
coming, or lose it by failing to overcome. God 
will help the one who really tries. Be an over­
comer.
T H E  P A S T O R ’S  R E S P O N S IB IL IT Y  T O  T H E  
G E N E R A L  P R O G R A M
R. H. S t a r r
T HE song w riter has said, “Like a mighty army moves the Church of God.” A great army is composed of a number of depart­ments and divisions, yet operates as a complete whole. Great military battles have not been won 
by gorilla warfare or detached fighting, but by 
armies well disciplined, ably generaled and fully 
co-operating. One military leader has said, “Most 
battles are won the day before.”
The fad for tabernacles, temples and work of 
an independent nature is with us. With due re­
spect for these men and their work, yet it is my 
personal observation that Independentism and 
undenominationalism take on much the nature 
of a parasite and exist largely on the organized 
church.
We may gain more publicity from detached 
service but we are more sure of winning the war 
by co-operation.
Let us learn a lesson from the “Lost Battalion.” 
This body of American soldiers in company with 
others during the days of the so-called World 
W ar were in the line of battle. As the line ad ­
vanced this battalion in their zeal for victory, 
pushed forward more rapidly than the others, 
the enemy fell back, the distance from the allied 
forces increased, until the opposing force circled 
and attacked from the rear and this battalion 
were cut from their associates, from their sup­
plies and were lost for a time to the Allied cause.
No human factor is more im portant to the 
continued victory and success of the church than 
a spirit of whole-hearted co-operation. There will 
be ample opportunity within her ranks to display 
courage, zeal and heroism. In  fact this spirit is 
largely characteristic of the people that the church 
has rallied to her banners. We can well use a 
num ber of Sergeant Yorks in this great battle. No 
doubt this man was greatly encouraged in his 
undertaking by remembering th a t he was a part
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of the great American army, and of the Allied 
Forces. And w hat pastor in the midst of a con­
flict with the enemy has not felt his moral fiber 
strengthened, and heart encouraged by the 
thought that he was a part of an army 100,000 
strong, all determined on victory.
God hath brought us to the kingdom for such 
a time as this. We have our problems, we are 
all mindful of this. But we will solve them by 
the help of the “Great H ead” of the church and 
a loyal, united people.
As to the pastor’s responsibility to the general 
program ; here, as in nearly every phase of the 
work of the church, he is the key man. The a tti­
tude of the pastor tow ard any program of the 
church will be reflected in his people. Should 
he assume a careless attitude regarding the 
budgets, he will soon have a church th a t does not 
pay them and will have created a condition that 
will be most difficult for some faithful pastor 
who follows to change.
If  our foreign interests are not clearly and 
wisely presented, his people will be sending their 
means through channels outside our denomination, 
much of which money may be unwisely used. If  
the pastor is not loyal to our denominational 
colleges, his young people will be attending other 
schools, some of which may not be in sympathy 
w ith the doctrine of the church. Let the pastor 
neglect our church paper and his people will have 
a narrow vision of the work of the church and 
will be reading w hatnots in the line of religious 
literature.
I t  is imperative to the success of our movement 
th a t the pastor be a Nazarene. Not in the sense 
of narrow sectarianism, but in such wholehearted 
loyalty and co-operation th a t we might merit the
statem ent made by Wesley regarding the early 
M ethodists, “They were all a t it and always at i t.”
We would not belittle other religious bodies' 
but feel th a t God has given us a great task, which 
requires our best and united effort to accomplish.
While the pastor’s membership remains with 
the local church of which he is the pastor, yet 
his entire effort and influence must not. No m at­
ter how great the local task, or how pressing the 
local needs, he must remember his vows, he has 
joined the whole church. The pastor should join 
the church by choice, he should remain within 
her ranks for the same reason. He should accept 
her doctrine and endorse her program.
In  building a church in a new field, and hav­
ing somewhat the feeling of a missionary, I be­
lieve I have come to appreciate more fully the 
general church and its influence. The church 
literature imparts inform ation to the people, 
makes friends for the church, helps to indoctrinate 
and enlarge the vision of our people and makes 
it easier for the pastor to preach the glorious 
gospel. The reports of victory on a thousand 
battle fields, help much in securing volunteers for 
the local company.
We must not look too much to the victories 
and accomplishments of the past, only as thes^ 
will serve to increase our faith and confidence in 
God for present and future victories. Using the 
words of David, “The Lord th a t delivered me out 
of the paw of the lion, and out of the paw of 
the bear, he will deliver me out of the hand of 
this Philistine.”
Allow me as a pastor to state a few reasons 
why I seek to assume my responsibility to the 
whole church, some of which may seem of a 
selfish nature. First, I feel th a t I need the in-
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spiration, counsel, and advice of my leaders, I 
need the fellowship of my brethren. Then, too, 
Ithe time will come when I shall feel that I have 
served my time with the present local church. 
I w ant to be a part of the whole church program, 
th a t other doors and fields of service may open 
to me. I also am thinking of my children. I am 
not alone concerned th a t they shall know and 
serve the God of their father, but th a t they shall 
also find in the church of my choice a place 
of shelter w ithin its fold, a field for service w ith­
in her ranks. I think of the day when I shall be 
journeying tow ard the sunset. I w ant that I may 
not only feel th a t I have “fought a good fight 
and kept the faith” but I  also have kept faith 
w ith the whole church. The chief reason, no 
doubt is, I w ant to keep my conscience clear be­
fore the “ Great Head” of the church.
God has given to us general leaders who are 
men full of the Holy Ghost and faith, men w orthy 
of our confidence and fullest concurrence. To 
succeed we must have great leadership, but lead­
ership demands co-operation. W ith this and a 
mighty faith in God, we shall win the day. If 
Jesus tarries, the tom orrows should be the days of 
the greatest victories and progress in the history 
of our movement. With the exception of finances, 
we are better prepared for the task than ever be­
fore. This is the only generation we can serve, 
the opportunity is ours, the field is before us, 
there remaineth yet very much land to possess. 
Let us go at once and possess it for we are well 
able to overcome it. If we as a people retain the 
blessing th a t makes and keeps us one, and keep 
the anointing of God upon us, th a t our lives and 
service may be fruitful, nothing will stop us.
The pastor’s responsibility to the local and dis­
trict program  has been ably presented, but let me 
include w ith th a t the responsibility of maintaining 
in his own heart, and seeking to create in the 
hearts of his congregation, a spirit of loyalty to 
the general church and all its interests.
If the pastors throughout the whole movement 
will loyally and wholeheartedly co-operate in the 
local, district and general task, we will take the
day for God and the church. Thus we will look 
forth as the morning, fair as the moon, clear as 
the sun, and terrible as an army with banners.
S E N D IN G  S U N S H IN E  T O  D IS P E L  T H E  
S H A D O W S
J . W. M o n t g o m e r y
One of the most essential elements in the life 
of a minister is the ability to dispel darkness and 
gloom with sunshine. Thousands of discouraged 
souls will make good if they know someone is in­
terested in them and boosting for them. Where 
one good person will turn  from the path of right 
through a desire for the wrong things of life, 
ten will lose their way through discouragement 
and the dark  shadows of life.
A few words of sympathy from a stranger en­
couraged a young English lad to fight on, master 
his studies, and become a famous author. His 
teacher said “He is the most stupid boy in school, 
and I cannot drive a thing into his head.” The 
visitor who heard the remark made opportunity 
to speak to the lad. He said, “M y boy, you may 
be a great scholar some day. T ry  hard, and keep 
on trying.”
I t sounded like the voice from another world. 
The boy had so often been told he was a stupid, 
“good-for-nothing” until he had come to believe 
he had no place in the world, and if possible 
less hope. He kept thinking of the kind words of 
the stranger until he decided to show his teacher 
and classmates that he did have something worth 
while in him. He was later known throughout 
the nations of the earth as the famous Dr. Adam 
Clarke, who after 23 years of hard labor by day 
and by night gave us the great commentary on 
the Bible!
Opportunities for scattering sunshine are never 
lacking, but those lost today will not return to ­
morrow. They are gone forever. As ministers it 
seems we should strive to cultivate the art of 
encouraging those who are about to lose in the 
fight, and seek ways to send rays of sunshine to 
dispel the shadows from the lives of those whom 
we serve.
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